
Backpacker Beware! 

As hiker death toll mounts, rescue plan needed 



Stormy waters floated this empty Santana 500 meters downstream near Tianchi Valley, Huairou District. 
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By Xiao Rong 

B leary-eyed, she unzipped the tent 
door at 3.10 am. Outside in the 
violent rainstorm, seven men 
stood staring at her. 

“They really surprised us when they 
came to rescue us that night,” said one 
of the three women backpackers, who 
all requested anonymity. 

As the three student backpackers 
stepped gingerly out of the tent, Liu Qi, 
a police officer in Huaibei town of Huai- 
rou District, noted two were missing 
shoes. A third had lost her backpack. 
Stormwater had swept away their first 
campsite, before the women moved to 
higher ground. 

“We had planned to stay on the 
mountain and leave the next morning 
after which the storm might have 
stopped,” said one of the women. 

“But in fact, the millstone on which 
they camped was also vulnerable to the 
storm if the rain didn’t stop,” said Liu. 

Totally unhurt, the three students 
were found after a four-hour search 
by a 60-man rescue team organized by 
local government forces and police in 
Tianchi Valley of Huairou district on 
Friday morning. 

The sudden storm had come 8 pm 
the night before, causing mudslides and 
land collapses throughout the valley. 
Every night, a park ranger patrols the 
valley ensuring all the hikers have left. 
But the three women — who had ear- 
lier been advised not to camp — were 
missing, said Zhao Chunshan, manag- 
er of Tianchi Valley Scenic Spot. 

“It was only through the help of lo- 
cal villagers that we finally succeeded 
in finding them in Shiren Mill, one of 
the former homes of the villagers de- 
stroyed in the flood of ’68,” Zhao told 
Beijing Today. 

Er, thanks 

The three young women, however, as 
reported by Beijing Evening News, did 
not appreciate the danger. Their first 
comments suggested the rescue was all 
an “exciting adventure”. 

“They surely had not realized the 
potential threat that a sudden rain- 
storm might bring,” said Zhao. 

“Many of the road signs in the val- 
ley disappeared during the storm, and 
one of the swimming pools — 25 meters 
long, 12 meters wide and 2 meters deep 
— was filled with giant rocks. 

“The place where they sheltered was 
in similar peril as the storm continued.” 
Disasters 

When Beijing Today contacted the 
three backpackers, they complained 
about reporting by local media that 
suggesting naiivete on their part. 

“First, we are really thankful to 
those who strove to rescue us,” said one 
of the women. 

“Second, we did realize the possible 
danger and tried to contact our par- 
ents, but there was no signal on the 
mountain. 

“And finally, we have been to the 
Tianchi Valley before. We were not to- 
tally unfamiliar with the local condi- 
tions, unlike some media reported.” 

For the three women, the unexpect- 
ed attention has harmed other plans. 

“Some reports really made us lose 
face,” said the same woman. “Now our 
parents don’t believe us and won’t sup- 
port our hiking activities anymore.” 
But while three competent campers 
may feel slighted by the media, they 
are at least alive to feel slighted by the 
media. 

Another hiker, whose cyber name is 
“Xiao Bai”, was less lucky on Saturday. 
He fell from a cliff in the Shenzhen sub- 
urbs during a mountaineering trip orga- 
nized by a local website. 


Not long before this accident, on May 
18, two experienced backpackers were 
found dead after a local governmental 
rescue team rescued 12 others lost in a 
sudden storm. 

“It was only one of a series of trag- 
edies caused by negligence of unprofes- 
sional cyberfriends or websites,” said 
Li Shuping, director of outdoor activity 
department of Chinese Mountaineer- 
ing Association. 

“Five people have been reported dead 
in this kind of voluntary backpacking ac- 
tivities this year, not to mention those ca- 
sualties that cannot be calculated.” 
Standards 

An outdoor activ- 
ity department was 
set up in March this 
year by the Chinese 
Mountaineering As- 
sociation, aiming to 
strengthen manage- 
ment of the burgeon- 
ing industry. 

There are today in 
China about 200 such 
commercial clubs or 
social organizations 
nationwide. With the 
increasing popular- 
ity of hiking and 
mountain adven- 
tures, casualties are 
also increasing, according to the asso- 
ciation. 

“Lack of awareness of potential dan- 
gers and inadequate professional skills 
are the main causes of most accidents. 

“Some clubs or websites that initiate 
this kind of activities are even poorly orga- 
nized, without advanced equipment and 
scientific management,” said Yu Liangpu, 
secretary-general of the association. 

The association is trying to establish 
a qualification system later this year 
to assess commercial clubs and organi- 
zations. Another system is also under 
way aimed at assessing, grading and 
qualifying guides and coaches, he said. 

Most local clubs welcome the 
strengthening of industry management. 
“Safety is first about morality and jus- 
tice. Then it depends on the self-disci- 
pline of the industry,” said Zheng Lixin, 
manager of Shanshuixing Outdoor Ac- 


tivity Club, one of Beijing’s well-known 
clubs. 

In Zheng’s opinion, the growing num- 
ber of casualties derives disproportion- 
ately from amateur — not professional 
— hikers. 

“Most casualties come about through 
contrived negligence and a lack of com- 
mon sense, which should have been avoid- 
able,” said Zheng. 

“So from the point of view of run- 
ning a long-term business, our clubs or 
cyber organizers must be prudent and 
responsible for the safety of their team 
members.” 

Zheng told Beijing 
Today some clubs in 
Beijing are consider- 
ing setting up a fund 
to promote the opera- 
tion of a rescue net- 
work . 

“The system still 
awaits establishment 
in China. We cannot 
always rely on govern- 
ment forces in times of 
emergency. 

“What the indus- 
try needs is profes- 
sional and efficient 
aid teams to guaran- 
tee participants’ safe- 
ty and the healthy 
development of the industry.” 

Safety first 

“Those who are still alive after sev- 
eral years of practice are mostly ‘timid’. 
That’s what we always say in the pro- 
fession,” joked Zheng. 

Outdoor exploration is the kind of 
sport that demands abundant knowl- 
edge and scientific skills, he said. 

“It’s really tragic that so many be- 
ginners are driven by strong passion, 
not sober judgment,” he said. 

“One person succeeding in taking 
this route this one time doesn’t neces- 
sarily mean that the next time he will 
get lucky again.” 

Yu Liangpu suggested backpackers 
prepare properly before signing up for 
outdoor activities. He especially urged 
more readiness among voluntary groups 
organized by cyberffiends. 

“Even though the government is try- 


ing to regulate the industry, sometimes 
it’s more up to the enthusiasts them- 
selves to promote awareness of self- 
protection by choosing proper teams,” 
said he. 

Reliable partners are sometimes 
more important than personal skills, 
he believes. 

“We may warn backpackers not to 
camp in the mountain, but it’s difficult to 
make them promise not to do this. Some 
of them may even explore far beyond the 
danger zones we have carefully marked 
out for them,” said Zhao Chunshan, re- 
sort manager for Tianchi Valley. 

Professionals have become increas- 
ingly worried about the carelessness of 
amateur enthusiasts. 

“Those top professionals who have 
been threatened by real dangers are pru- 
dent and responsible for themselves. 

“But sometimes those with a certain 
limited experience tend to be over-con- 
fident and ignore potential dangers,” 
commented one cyberfriend online af- 
ter the recent Shenzhen tragedy. 

“Without the spirit of risk-taking, an 
outdoor activity is of little value, like 
a man without a soul. But why do so 
many of us ignore safety at the price 
of the deaths of friends that share the 
same dream with us?” wrote another 
enthusiast on the internet. 

What he feared most is outdoor ac- 
tivities evolving into something like a 
suicidal sport, moving in the direction 
of self-destruction before the sport has 
an opportunity to regulate itself and 
attract others. 

Li Shuping sounds a final note of cau- 
tion. Danger is unavoidable, no matter 
how experienced or skilled the hiker. 

“Compared with the casualties of 
natural disasters and transport acci- 
dents, however, the profession suffers a 
much lower death rate. 

“So what we stress is improving 
your outdoor survival skills, while at 
the same time enjoying the great chal- 
lenge and fun of the sport,” he said. 

Zheng Lixin expected a boom in 
outdoor activities next year, as safety 
concerns are increasingly addressed at 
official and grassroots levels. 

“Our dream is one day to let everyone 
own their own sleeping bag,” he said. 


Committee Eyes 
Olympic Venues 

An International Olympic Commit- 
tee (IOC) delegation started a three- 
day inspection to Beijing Wednesday 
by visiting a design exhibition for the 
Olympic Green and Wukesong Sports 
and Cultural Complex, two of the 
major planned venues for the 2008 
Games. 

Headed by Hein Verbruggen, chair- 
man of the IOC’s Coordination Com- 
mission for the 2008 Olympics, the 
23-member team gave their thumbs- 
up to varied designs. 

Liu Jingmin, executive vice presi- 
dent of the Beijing Organizing Com- 
mittee for the 2008 Olympic Games 
(BOCOG), briefed the IOC team on 
the initial construction plan for the 
Olympic Green. 

“A new subway line will be built 
before 2008 that will run across the 
Olympic Green and links it to urban 
areas,” said Liu, also Beijing vice may- 
or in charge of urban construction. 

Traffic proved to be a major obsta- 
cle to success at past Olympic Games, 
but the IOC team did not express 
great concern about Beijing’s capabil- 
ity to handle the issue after watching 
a documentary on the city’s sophisti- 
cated and intelligent traffic manage- 
ment system. 

“By 2008, about 30 to 40 percent of 
transportation will be made through 
subway and railway lines. This will 
greatly reduce the pressure on high- 
way transportation,” according to the 
short film. (Xinhua) 

Festival Attracts 
Global Advisors 

By Xiao Rong 

A forum on strategies for devel- 
opment of Central Business Districts 
(CBD) worldwide will kick off at the 
Third Beijing Chaoyang International 
Business Festival, to be held on Sep- 
tember 13 to 15. 

Urban planners from metropolises 
from around the globe will be invited 
to share their experiences in con- 
structing CBDs and offer suggestions 
for Beijing’s own efforts. 

The International Financial Ser- 
vice Exhibition will be another high- 
light of the Festival, focusing on 
six areas, “banking avenues”, “invest- 
ment plazas”, “the insurance commu- 
nity”, “interactive platforms”, “project 
recommendations” and “consultation 
zones for overseas financial talents”. 

The activity’s commercial activities 
will be bolstered by cultural programs. 
The Commercial English Speech TV 
Contest will be the first of its kind in 
the history of the Festival. 

“The further development of the 
CBD will be the theme of this year’s 
festival. Out ideal is for ‘high-qual- 
ity services to lead to an excellent 
CBD’,” said Qiu Shuiping, secretary- 
general of the organizing committee 
of the Festival, at a press conference 
held yesterday. 

The establishment of Beijing Cen- 
tral Business District Development & 
Construction Co. was also announced 
at the conference. 

The company, focusing on infra- 
structure construction and bidding 
work for the CBD, is extending invita- 
tions for designs and investment for 
the 30 hectare core area of the busi- 
ness district. 

The CBD will cover an area of 
about four square kilometers in 
Chaoyang District, stretching from 
Dongdaquiao Bridge in the west to 
Xidawang Road in the east, and with 
its southern boundary at the Tonghui 
River and northern limit at Chaoy- 
ang Road. The basic concept for the 
district was first put forward at the 
first Chaoyang International Busi- 
ness Festival held in 2000. 
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Policy Forum 


Price Ceilings Prescribed for 24 Medicines 


By Lily Li 

T rying to stem a rising tide 
of consumer indignation 
with inflated pharmaceu- 
tical prices, ceilings have been 
set for the prices of 24 kinds 
of commonly prescribed medi- 
cines and were implemented on 
Monday, according to the Beijing 
Price Administration. 

All 24 medicines on the list, 


By Shan Jinliang 

As a city famed for its fleets of 
millions of conventional bicycles, 
Beijing has decided not to develop 
electronic bicycles, but instead to 
expand its public transportation 
network, said Yu Chunquan, vice 
director of the city’s traffic admin- 
istration, last week 

The decision spells the end for 
the thousands of electric bikes now 
in use in the city by December 31, 
2005, and all such bicycles are to 
be kept off the roads from January 
1, 2006. Bicycle users are required 
to apply for licenses from August 1 
to 31, all of which will be valid only 
until 2006. 

Despite their greater conve- 
nience and speed than conventional 
bikes, authorities believe the pro- 
liferation of electric bicycles would 
create chaos in the city’s roads. Since 
Beijing’s transportation system is a 
blend of motor vehicles and bicy- 
cles, said Yu, the fact that electric 
bikes move at speeds between those 
of cars and conventional bicycles 
could mean they would disturb 


By Shan Jinliang 

While the regulation on han- 
dling cases of medical malpractice, 
planned to go into effect this Sep- 
tember, looms on the horizon, a 
makeshift method for conducting 
and controlling malpractice apprais- 
als was hashed out early this week 
by the Ministry of Health. 

According to a top official 
from the ministry who requested 
anonymity, ideas from medical 
experts, medical associations and 
governmental departments were 
incorporated in the new method 
to make it more practical. 

Under the method, a third 
party made up of a group of 
experts from medical associations 
must participate in the appraisal 
of malpractice cases. This third 
party can operate independently 
of any government department. 

Both parties involved in mal- 
practice cases will be allowed to 
choose the members of the third 
party from a database of experts, 
which is now being set up by the 
China Medical Association. 

So far, over 2,000 experts have 
been recommended for registry 
in the database system. The first 
name list of designated medical 
professionals will come out in 


By Sun Ming/ Lily Li 

Tian Ting, the first winner of 
a prize under the new invoice 
system, received a 3,000 yuan 
reward from the Chaoyang Local 
Tax Bureau at 10 am on Monday. 

Tian received the lucky invoice 
after finishing a 1,620-yuan 
dinner in a restaurant with her 
friends. “Many people forget to 
ask for invoices when they dine 
out. Actually, getting invoices is 
not only good for individuals, 
but is also beneficial to the coun- 
try’s construction. We should do 
what we can to support the tax 
bureau,” she said. 

The new-edition invoices, some 
of which have prizes attached, were 
put on the market on August 1, 
with the intention of promoting the 
correct use of the invoice system 
and helping companies monitor 


including Vitamin C injections, 
aspirin, acetaminophenol and 
Naproxen, are covered under the 
city’s basic medical insurance plan. 
Half of the medicines are imports. 

The price ceilings are more pre- 
ventative than proactive, as the 
prices of these drugs at many local 
pharmacies are already under the 
new limits. For example, the maxi- 
mum price for Bayer Aspirin from 


normal traffic flow. The bikes’ speed 
of around 20 kilometers per hour 
and inefficient brakes make them 
threats to regular cyclists and 
pedestrians and can put riders in 
dangerous positions with automo- 
biles on the road. 

Moreover, the possible environ- 
mental damage caused by such 
bicycles goes against the city’s 
policy of creating a “Green Olym- 
pics” in 2008. Investigations have 
shown 70 percent of the batteries 
used in electronic bikes are of 
the lead-acid type and 30 percent 
are cadmium-nickel type, meaning 
the bicycles will generate a large 
amount of pollution during their 
normally short lifespans. 

The city’s public transportation 
development plan calls for the fur- 
ther construction of subways and 
light rail lines and beefing up 
the number of cars in the city to 
13 million. Yu said the city will 
build eight transportation hubs 
and extend Beijing’s rail transpor- 
tation system to a total length of 
200 kilometers by 2008. 


Germany has been set at 19.8 yuan 
per box. However, Golden Ele- 
phant Pharmacy, Quanxin Phar- 
macy and Beijing Tongrentang 
Pharmacy currently sell the medi- 
cine for 17.8 yuan. 

“In fact, we have maintained 
the market-set price of 17.8 yuan 
for Bayer Aspirin for a long time. 
We haven’t changed price since 
the regulation was issued since it 


By Shan Jinliang 

T he Ministry of Public 
Security (MPS) announced 
Monday that auto buyers 
will be allowed to choose their 
favorite license plate numbers 
from August 12 to December 
31. This pilot project represents 
the launch of the 2002 auto 
license plate system, which 
is being put into initial trial 
operation in Beijing, Tianjin, 
Hangzhou, Zhejiang province, 
and Shenzhen. 

The move is intended to 
release some of the pressure 
caused by limited plates under 
the current auto licensing 
system, under which auto 
owners are appointed their 
plate numbers by local traffic 
administrations. The new 
policy could also prove effec- 
tive in stemming illegal trade 
of plates with “lucky” numbers, 
such as 666 or 888. 

At a press conference held in 
Beijing on Monday, Meng Hon- 
gwei, assistant minister of the 
MPS, said owners of large-sized 


is within bounds. Setting a price 
limit doesn’t limit competition, 
and under the overall control 
of the bureau, market compe- 
tition should normalize,” said 
Li Huiying, an employee at the 
Beijing Tongrentang Chongwen- 
men Branch pharmacy. 

“However, development of the 
domestic pharmaceutical indus- 
try must be accelerated, because 


autos, small autos, motorcycles 
and light motorcycles will be 
given number-choosing rights. 
The new plates carry codes of 
three or six Arabic numerals 
and three English letters, all of 
which can be specially chosen 
by auto buyers. 

Buyers in Tianjing, Hangzhou 
and Shenzhen are given two 
chances to choose their license 
numbers, and can choose three 
numerals each time. To ensure 
most people get what they want, 
the public security and traffic 
departments in these cities have 
developed a computerized num- 
ber-searching system accessible 
through easy-to-use touch 
screens. The computers keep 
track of which numbers are reg- 
istered or given up to confirm if 
requested codes are being used 
or not. When a car owner decides 
on a license number, the depart- 
ment will then punch out the 
plate and turn it over to its 
proud new holder. 

With 36 million plate codes 
being made available for the 


many consumers prefer expen- 
sive foreign medicines to cheaper 
domestic products,” added Li. 

Hu Hai, a secretary at the Sogo 
Department Store, said, “I prefer 
foreign medicines because they are 
more convenient to take and much 
more effective. However, they are 
too expensive. I would like to see 
the prices of foreign medicines cut 
drastically.” 


1.82 million vehicles in Beijing, 
local auto owners have strong 
chances of finding plates they 
like. The municipal traffic 
administration will allow driv- 
ers to choose their license num- 
bers via the Internet in the 
near future. 

The new plates should also 
make it easier for police offi- 
cers to recognize forgeries, and 
the plate’s anti-counterfeiting 
technology is expected to deal 
deft blows to vehicle smuggling 
and theft and reduce the fre- 
quency of hit-and-run cases. 

To avoid potential chaos, the 
Beijing traffic administration 
has decided to not allow CHN 
(the short form of China) to be 
used in registered license plate 
codes. 

During this pilot project, 
autos with old 1992-type license 
codes will not be switched over 
to the new plates. If the reform 
program proves successful in 
the four cities, the MPS plans to 
extend the auto license reform 
campaign nationwide. 


State Grants Equal 
Status to Runners 
of Foreign Shows 

By Shan Jinliang 

The Ministry of Culture 
issued a regulation last week 
giving equal status to all 
domestic performance compa- 
nies that run international 
shows. 

“The old regulation stipu- 
lated only foreign-related orga- 
nizations had the right to 
host for-profit foreign perfor- 
mances,” said Liu Yuzhu, direc- 
tor of the ministry’s marketing 
department. “There was only 
one company allowed to run 
such performances in each 
province, autonomous region or 
municipality, and those compa- 
nies had to be state-owned.” 

“In the past, private com- 
panies could only earn qualifi- 
cation by purchasing approval 
certificates,” said Liu, “which 
added to the costs of holding 
performances and led to higher 
admission prices.” 

The regulation allows any 
organization with sufficient 
capital and professional per- 
formers to apply to establish 
for-profit performance troupes, 
sites and agencies. 

The regulation, which will 
go into effect on October 1, also 
prescribes that government 
departments will no longer 
be involved in performances 
related to public welfare activ- 
ities, charitable activities and 
festivals. 

West Light Rail To Take 
Trial Run Next Month 

By Xue Ming 

The west line of the Beijing 
light rail system will enter 
trial operation on September 
28 as scheduled, while the 
full operation of the light rail 
system has been postponed 
from the end of this year to 
January 28 next year. 

The overall cost of the 
system is expected to reach 
5.864 billion yuan (approxi- 
mately $708 million). The west 
line starts at Xizhimen, runs 
north through Xueyuan Road, 
Dazhongsi (the Great Bell 
Temple), Tsinghua University, 
reaching its final stop at 
Huilongguan West. The east 
line heads from Huilongguan 
East south through the 
Wangjing Development Area, 
ending at the Dongzhimen 
underground bus station. There 
are 17 stations on the two 
lines, which connect to the no. 
2 subway line at Dongzhimen 
station and Beiyuan station. 

Zhongguancun IT 
Fest Gearing Up 

By Shan Jinliang 

In an attempt to promote 
the internationalization of the 
Zhongguancun science park, 
the Haidian District govern- 
ment and the park’s adminis- 
trative committee announced 
on Tuesday that the fifth 
Zhongguancun IT Festival will 
run from September 6 to 11. 

Under the theme of invest- 
ment facilitation, the festival 
will highlight around 100 sci- 
entific projects and innova- 
tive products. The festival will 
be divided into four major 
sections: investment attrac- 
tion, exhibitions, forums and 
exchanges. 

One highlight of the event 
will be the high-level forum 
between Zhongguancun and 
the Shanghai Pudong Devel- 
opment Zone, another major 
domestic science park. Outside 
of the forum, the two sides will 
also release the Zhongguancun 
& Pudong 21st Century Joint 
Declaration and hold a meet- 
ing on personnel information 
release and recruitment, said 
Wu Luyu, director of the sci- 
ence department of the Haidian 
District government. 

On September 9, Chinese 
software companies and offi- 
cials will exchange their expe- 
riences with counterparts from 
Bangalore, India, and com- 
panies from Chinese main- 
land and Taiwan province will 
hold a seminar on “IT Indus- 
try Integration and Marketing 
Strategies.” 


Medical Malpractice 
Appraisals Left 
to the Experts 


Big Eater Reaps 
Invoice Reward 


mid-August. 

Between four and ten experts 
should be appointed to each 
appraisal group. Only after an 
expert group is put together can 
a medical association be granted 
access to a patients’ history under 
the watch of the two parties. 

Every expert chosen by the 
two parties in a case will be given 
an individual code by the med- 
ical association involved, which 
will then use those codes to ran- 
domly select the participants in 
the third party group. 

Any party involved in a medi- 
cal malpractice investigation can 
request certain experts logged in 
the database to not be appointed 
to an appraisal group if they pro- 
vide good reason. 

Medical associations are obli- 
gated to ask experts to withdraw 
from appraisal groups when they 
are involved in the cases or are 
close relatives of those involved, 
or when they have interests in 
or other relations with the par- 
ties in a case that could affect 
the fairness of an appraisal. 

The results of completed 
appraisals and related materials 
will be kept by the medical associ- 
ation for no less than 20 years. 


spending and thereby fill gaps in 
tax payments. 

Altogether, 40 million new 
invoices have been published in 
Beijing for distribution August and 
September, among which 10,000 
carry cash awards. According to Mr. 
Yu, director of the invoice center 
of the Beijing Local Tax Bureau, 
and who declined to give his full 
name, “These invoices have a total 
of 3 million yuan in prizes, that 
range from 5,000 yuan to 100 yuan 
each.” All cash prizes won from 
invoices are tax-exempt. 

Holders of winning invoices can 
receive their prizes within 30 days 
of receiving the ticket by showing 
up at over 50 locations, including 
local tax bureau offices and des- 
ignated banks and large restau- 
rants, and producing their invoices 
and proper identification. 


Diocese Building Up lor Full-scale Facelift 


By Shan Jinliang 

The 100-year old Beijing Xishiku Church Dio- 
cese Building is scheduled to undergo a full-scale 
restoration project starting this September, with 
the goal of making the office a center for Chinese 
Catholics, according to an announcement made by 
the Beijing Bureau of Religious Affairs last week. 

The Beijing Catholic diocese has been centered 
in the Beijing South Cathedral in Xuanwumen 
since 1950, but will move to the Beijing Xishiku 
Church (its former name North Church) when its 
face-lift is finished. 

“This is an exciting thing for China’s five mil- 
lion Catholics,” said Fu Tieshan, chairman of the 
Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association and a Cath- 
olic Bishop. “The Diocese Building will continue to 
have a leading role in China’s Catholic activities.” 
“The Diocese Building, made up of four siheyuan 
(courtyard houses) has been occupied by the Beijing 
39th Middle School for half a century,” said Hua 
Qian, religious section chief of the city Bureau of 
Religious Affairs, “but the school will be moved to 
a new facility this September.” Having gone years 
without repair, the inner parts of the complex are 
in poor condition, and the whole restoration project 
should take around one year to complete, he added. 

Ji Wenyuan, deputy director of the bureau, said 
the municipal government has poured 60 million 
yuan into construction of the school’s new campus 
and another 20 million yuan will be spent on the 
refurbishing of the diocese office complex. 



The 39th Middle School will clear out of this space to 
make way for the Diocese Building in September. 


Photo by Chen Shuyi 

Outside of the Beijing Xishiku Cathedral Church 
Diocese Building, the city will spend another 31 
million yuan on restoring the South Catholic 
Church, East Catholic Church, Dongjiaominxiang 
Catholic Church, Christian Chongwenmen Church 
and the Zhushikou Church. “Beijing has spent 120 
million yuan on emptying and restoring all its reli- 
gious sites in the past several years,” said Ji. 

The Beijing Xishiku Catholic Church has been 
called the “royal church” since its construction in 
1703. The Church closed during the ten years of 
the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), in which all 
religious activities were banned, and reopened in 
1985. Now nearly 500 people show up to attend 
mass at the church every day. 


Electric Bikes Face 
Extinction by 2006 



Assistant Minister of Public Security Meng Hongwei goes through the ins and outs of the new license plate system 
with reporters on Monday. Xinhua photo 

Custom license Plates to Adorn 
Car Fenders Next Week 
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SINA Achieves Record 
Revenue of $8.6 Million 

By Yang Xiao 

Chinese portal SINA announced its 
financial results for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30 Wednesday. Net revenues 
were $28.5 million, compared to $26.7 
million for the previous year. On a 
GAAP basis, net loss was $16.1 million, 
an improvement of 56% from a net loss 
of $36.4 million for the previous year. 

As of June 30, 2002, the total bal- 
ance of SINA’s cash, cash equivalents 
and short-term investments was $93.2 
million, representing a decrease of $0.4 
million from the previous quarter. With 
strong revenue growth and improved 
gross margins, SINA achieved positive 
operating cash flow for the first time 
with cash flow from operations amount- 
ing to $0.4 million for the quarter ended 
June 30, 2002. 

“We’re positioning SINA to leverage 
our core competence in brand, technol- 
ogy and content into high growth areas 
as well as making SINA more respon- 
sive to regional needs and differences,” 
said CEO Daniel Mao. “Particularly, by 
incorporating Taiwan into our East Chi- 
na operations center and Hong Kong 
into our South China operations center, 
we will better serve many of our key 
clients and partners in Taiwan and 
Hong Kong who themselves have be- 
come cross-regional enterprises.” 

Shell Launches Major 
Overseas Investment 
Project 

The Royal-Dutch / Shell Group and 
China National Offshore Oil Corpora- 
tion (CNOOC) will jointly begin con- 
struction of a petrochemical project in 
Huizhou city of south China’s Guang- 
dong Province in September sources 
said Wednesday. 

The US $4.35 billion project, the 
largest Sino-foreign joint project in the 
country and one of the leading petro- 
chemical projects in the world, is ex- 
pected to begin operations in 2005, 
producing 800,000 tons of ethylene and 
more than 2.3 million tons of chemicals 
and by-products annually. Sales are ex- 
pected to reach $1.7 billion annually. 

CNOOC and Shell signed a contract 
for the joint venture in 2000 after a mar- 
athon 12 -year negotiation. Shell holds 
50 percent of the project’s total shares, 
with the remaining 50 percent held by 
CNOOC, Guangdong Province and Hui- 
zhou city. 

Analysts estimate the project will 
bring development opportunities to 
down-stream industries with a potential 
value of more than 100 billion yuan. 

Inspired by the project, some interna- 
tional giants based in the United States, 
Japan and France have reportedly cho- 
sen Huizhou as the venue for their new 
overseas investment projects. 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 


China Telecom IPO This Autumn? 



Locals in Wuhan visit a China Telecom promotional exhibition. The company, which has ac- 
quired the southern half of the domestic market, is concentrating on promoting its new brand 
in the north Photos by photocome 


By James Young 

C hina’s biggest fixed-line 
operator, China 

Telecom, delivered ap- 
plications for US and Hong 
Kong IPOs last week, while 
Wall Street stocks have hit 
their lowest levels in years 
and telecom valuations de- 
crease. 

Insider bankers in Hong 
Kong estimate China Telecom 
could raise as much as US $2.4 
- 4 billion in an October IPO. 
At $4 billion, a China Telecom 
IPO would indeed be big, al- 
though significantly short of 
the $6 billion deal talked of 
late last year or the gar- 
gantuan $10 billion offering 
that had once tantalized bank- 
ers. “The US Securities and 
Exchange Commission com- 
ments usually come seven 
or eight weeks after the fil- 
ing, and the Hong Kong Ex- 
change should return feedback 
in three or four weeks,” a 
source close to the China 
Telecom IPO said last Friday 
Lead underwriters of the 
IPO are Merrill Lynch, Mor- 
gan Stanley, and China In- 
ternational Capital Corp., a 
joint venture between Mor- 
gan Stanley and China Con- 
struction Bank. The estimate 
fee for this IPO could amount 
to $300 million. Investment 
banking sources that were not 
identified said they hope the 
markets will stabilize by the 
time the deal gets regulatory 
approvals. 

The IPO, almost two years 
in the making, will be the sec- 
ond billion-dollar-plus stock 
sale in Hong Kong this year, 
coming hard on the heels of 
that of the Bank of China 
(Hong Kong). It will offer in- 
vestors exposure to growth in 
fixed-line networks in China’s 
richest southern provinces of 
Guangdong, Zhejiang, Jiangsu 
as well as Shanghai. 

China is the world’s larg- 
est cellular market and sec- 
ond largest fixed line market, 
but penetration rates remain 
low. The combined penetra- 
tion rate at the end of this 
year is forecast to reach just 


15 percent. 

Opportunities for foreign 
investment in the telecom sec- 
tor are increasing following 
China’s entry to the WTO. Un- 
der the terms of the agree- 
ment, China must allow 25 
percent foreign investment, 
with the level increasing to be- 
tween 49 and 51 percent over 
a three to five year period. The 
WTO agreement also means 
that the Chinese telecom in- 
dustry must comply with in- 
ternational norms. There will 
be a more transparent, codi- 
fied regulatory regime under 
which, at least in theory, in- 
vestment from foreign com- 
panies will be treated no 
differently to that from na- 
tional companies. 

Meanwhile, foreign inves- 
tors have been given the op- 
portunity to participate in this 
lucrative market. The first 
major deal was the listing 
of China Telecom Hong Kong 
(which at the time owned two 
mobile operating companies 
in Zhejiang and Guangdong), 
raising US $4.2 billion in Oc- 
tober 1997. In June 2000, Chi- 
na Unicom raised $5.6 billion 
from its IPO on the Hong 
Kong and New York stock ex- 
changes. According to the Min- 
istry of Information Industry 
(Mil), China has received over 
$20 billion of international in- 
vestment in the telecom in- 
dustry since 1994. 

China Telecom has been 
preparing for an IPO for years. 
The most significant move was 
the split in May into a two 
carriers; one of which inher- 
ited the China Telecom name 
and networks in 21 southern 
provinces and China Unicom, 
covering the north. The geo- 
graphical competition image 
was called to encourage over- 
seas investors. At the same 
time China Telecom has been 
seeking to obtain a mobile 
telecom license from the Mil 
that will further stimulate 
investors’ confidence. Mean- 
while the reduction of the 
530,000-strong workforce by 
200,000 has made it leaner, 
more streamlined, and cer- 


tainly more attractive to in- 
vestors. 

Despite the intense prep- 
aration for the IPO, many 
in the industry believe the 
timing is wrong. Worldcom’s 
$100 billion bankruptcy has 
severely disrupted the indus- 
try environment. The share 


prices of China’s two mobile 
telecom service providers, 
China Mobile and China 
Unicom, decreased 20-30 per- 
cent in the wake of the World- 
corn case. Domestic issues are 
also factors. According to the 
National Bureau of Statistics, 
the Chinese telecom indus- 


try only grew by 12 percent 
last year, a significantly slow- 
er growth rate than the pre- 
vious two years. 

At this stage, China Telecom 
still keeps silent about the plan 
to list and has not yet revealed 
how it would spend the pro- 
ceeds of a share listing. 


AUTO INDUSTRY 


Legend Reports 
15.3 Percent 
Profit Increase 

Legend Wednesday announced a US 
$34 million profit for the first quarter of 
the 2002-03 fiscal year, a 15.3 percent 
increase over the same period last year. 

Yang Yuanqing, President and CEO, 
has attributed the rise to increased sales 
of servers, pocket PCs and PDAs. 

The unit shipment of servers rose 58 
percent in the first quarter from a year 
earlier, while the unit shipment of pock- 
et PCs and PDAs grew 48 percent. 

Yang said that during the second quar- 
ter ending in June, China’s PC market 
developed steadily while the competitive 
environment eased a little compared 
with the same period last year. 

Private Automakers 
Merge Amid 
Restructuring Wave 

Jeely Group, China’s largest private 
automaker, announced Monday it had 
purchased the sedan car arm of Shang- 
hai JMStar Group, another privately- 
owned auto manufacturer. 

According to their agreement, Jeely 
Group will keep focusing on the sedan 
car market, while JMStar will produce 
motorcycles, buses and trucks. 

“Expansion through restructuring is 
the only way for small, privately-run 
automakers to survive the intense com- 
petition brought about by transnational 
firms flocking into the Chinese market,” 
said Xu Gang, the newly-appointed ex- 
ecutive director of Jeely Group. 

China presently has over 100 auto- 
makers, most of which are expected to 
carry out strategic restructuring in or- 
der to survive the upcoming competition 
with their foreign rivals, insiders say. 

(Xinhua) 


Fuyao Blasts North America Trade Protectionism 



A worker in Fuyao’s Chongqing workshop examines a windshield. 


By Zhao Yijiang 

T he Canada Customs and Reve- 
nue Agency (CCRA) announced 
on July 31 that it would only 
impose a weighted average tariff rate 
of 24 percent on the Fujian Fuyao 
Glass Industry Group (SSE:600660), 
compared with a 57 percent duty im- 
posed in a preliminary decision on 
May 2. Although the final decision 
will not be made until the end of 
this month, after the Canadian In- 
ternational Trade Tribunal (CITT) de- 
termines whether the dumping has 
harmed Canadian producers, the an- 
nouncement was still considered a 
breakthrough in China’s fight against 
anti-dumping charges. 

The glass dispute, following an in- 
vestigation initiated by PPG Canada, 
is the latest example of Fuyao Group 
flexing its muscles in the global trade 
arena following China’s accession to 
the World Trade Organization last De- 
cember. 

Early in February, the US Depart- 
ment of Commerce (DOC) ruled in 
favor of imposing anti-dumping du- 
ties of 11.8 percent on Fuyao’s US 
shipments of auto replacement glass 
(ARG) windshields after a year-long 
investigation. The department reject- 
ed Fuyao’s costings for materials im- 
ported from Indonesia, Thailand and 
South Korea because of suspicions 
that the exporters of the materials in 
those countries get subsidies. But the 
ruling seemed to lack solid ground. 
“It is ridiculous for the DOC to say 
there are subsidies in those coun- 
tries, so Fuyao should prove that 
none of the products it uses are sub- 
sidized,” said Bruce Mitchell, the US 
lawyer for Fuyao. 

According to the DOC, China ex- 


ported 1.8 million ARG windshields to 
the US last year worth $52.4 million. 
Industry sources said Fuyao probably 
accounts for around 1 million units. 
As the largest exporter of ARG wind- 
shields to the US, the decision would 
cause serious damage to Fuyao. “It 
is critical for us to win the case,” 
said Cao Dewang, president of Fuyao 
Glass. The group appealed in April to 
the US Court of International Trade 
in New York. The federal district court 
specializes in appeals on anti-dump- 
ing decisions by the DOC. 

It seems that Fuyao will have bet- 
ter opportunities to win its antidump- 
ing case in Canada. Not long after 
the CCRA announced their decision, 
the Montreal windshield manufactur- 
er, Lamiver wrote to their customers 
saying they no longer support PPG. In 


the letter, Michael Sartain, the com- 
pany president wrote, “When we were 
first approached and asked to support 
this complaint by PPG, we believed 
that a positive result would benefit all 
domestic manufacturers. We now feel 
that the real beneficiary of this anti- 
dumping action will be PPG’s own dis- 
tribution centers and not the domestic 
manufacturers as we had originally 
thought.” 

Many independent distributors also 
stood up to defend the Chinese manu- 
facturers. Over the last few years, in- 
creased purchases of Chinese products 
by many independent distributors did 
not come at the expense of PPG, since 
PPG would not sell to them long be- 
fore they ever bought Chinese wind- 
shields. PPG wants to limit the supply 
of its product that goes out into the 


marketplace and comes back to com- 
pete against them at the distribution 
and retail level. 

“We have been forced to look else- 
where for product by the domestic in- 
dustry’s practices. We see this as one 
of the main reasons why imports from 
China have grown. The domestic pro- 
ducers are doing their level best to put 
the independent glass distributor out 
of business by engaging in what we 
feel are discriminatory pricing practic- 
es at the distribution channel,” claimed 
Kip Wiley, of American Glass Distrib- 
utors of Texas. 

“I found that the Chinese product 
is equal to the products that I’ve been 
importing from these other countries 
in terms of quality. The way the Chi- 
nese distribute is much more efficient 
than some of domestic manufacturers 
distribute,” said Daryl Anderson, who 
have been in the auto glass business 
for over 25 years. 

The recent anti-dumping case is 
just the latest tactic to eliminate com- 
petition from the independent glass 
business and pool the domestic produc- 
ers’ control over the entire distribution 
chain, analysts said. So companies like 
Fuyao need to clarify facts in order 
to protect their legitimate rights. The 
courage has become more important 
with many countries fearing China’s 
massive low-cost labor force and want- 
ing to protect their own markets. 

“We do not want to be a company 
that is famous for being unfairly 
treated in the Chinese history of im- 
ports and exports. We do not want 
to be blamed by future generations,” 
said Cao. 

Fuyao Glass closed at 9.45 yuan 
Thursday on the Shenzhen Stock Ex- 
change, a decrease of 0.08 yuan. 
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Financial Sector Slated For Prominence 
in Next Round of Overseas Investment 


By Zhao Hongyi 

T he national government says it 
is moving to encourage overseas 
investment in the domestic finan- 
cial sector, as the country is becoming 
more sophisticated in industrial manufac- 
turing and badly needs a strong financial 
service sector to support the sustainable 
development of the economy 

Gao Yan, spokeswoman for the Ministry 
of Foreign trade and Economic Coopera- 
tion, said at a press conference held earlier 
this week in Beijing that the accounting 
and commercial distribution sectors will 
be given priority in the further opening-up 
campaign in the second half of this year. 

She added that the government has re- 
evaluated and amended a number of laws 
and regulations related to overseas invest- 
ment in the fields of legal services, telecom- 
munications, financial services, insurance, 
marine transportation, commercial distri- 


bution, sales of audio and video products, 
as well as travel agency services, since 
China entered the World Trade Organiza- 
tion (WTO) last December. 

According to Gao, China has approved 
nine China-foreign joint accounting service 
agencies, six direct subsidiaries and four 
partners of foreign accounting firms, and 
is considering allowing registered over- 
seas accounting professionals and agencies 
direct access to the domestic market. 

“Commercial merchandising is the 
second sector at the top of the list for fur- 
ther opening up,” said Gao. 

Meanwhile, Gan Zhihe, deputy secretary 
general of the State Economic and Trade 
Planning Commission, made it clearer that 
the financial arena will be the main target 
for foreign capital when he announced this 
week in Beijing that China will shift the 
fields of priority in attracting overseas 
investment from industrial sectors to the 


financial and service sectors, such as finan- 
cial services, accounting, legal services, 
asset evaluation and management, securi- 
ties, insurance, banking and other market 
intermediary service sectors. 

Gan said China has seen an increase of 
transnational acquisitions and stock share 
transfers as new means of market acces- 
sion, particularly among the multinational 
companies lining up to acquire more of 
China’s state-owned enterprises. 

Gao Yan said China has fulfilled its 
commitments for its entry to the WTO, 
opening the Beijing and Tianjin markets 
to overseas insurers ahead of the schedule 
and approving 14 China-foreign joint med- 
ical institutions, 12 joint lawyer offices, one 
joint travel agency, and ten joint merchan- 
dising entities nationwide. 

In the securities business sector, the China 
Securities Regulatory Commission released 
the administrative regulations for foreign 


investment in the country’s fund manage- 
ment and securities business sectors in June, 
which went into effect on July 1. 

Rumors say the preferential treatments 
extended to foreign funded enterprises will 
be eliminated in the near future, following 
the country’s WTO entry. Gao added China 
will do its best to maintain the stability, 
coherence and transparency of its laws, 
regulations and policies. In the long term, 
China will create a fair, free and disci- 
plined market environment for all inves- 
tors, both overseas and domestic. 

China has seen a steadily increasing 
of overseas investment absorption. Total 
contractual overseas capital inflow in the 
first six months of this year reached 
$43.99 billion, an increase of 31.5 per- 
cent from the same period of last year, 
and actual input reached $24.58 billion, 
up 18.7 percent, according to figures pro- 
vided by Gao. 


Guotai Jun’an Allianz Seeks 
OK for Market Entrance 

By A Yi 

Guotai Jun’an Allianz Fund Management, the first fund 
management company set up with foreign capital in China, 
submitted an application to begin business operations with 
the China Security Regulatory Commission (CSRC) this 
week. 

The joint venture was established by Germany’s Allianz 
AG in mid-July, through its asset management division Alli- 
anz Dresdner Asset Management, and China’s Guotai Jun’an 
Securities, one of the country’s top five securities houses. 

China’s regulations requires CSRC to decide whether or 
not to give the green light to the joint venture’s business oper- 
ation within the next three months. 

“The authorities have no reason to object to our request, 
since we are the first joint venture in the sector,” said an officer 
at the Allianz Beijing office who declined to give his name. “It 
takes us another month after the approval to start business.” 

Market analysts expect the joint venture to officially start 
operations in China by the beginning of next year. 

Eleven 100-percent domestically owned fund manage- 
ment companies operating in the domestic market, most of 
which are derived from securities transaction companies. 
These fund management companies offer five open-ended 
funds and 49 close-ended funds, of which 24 are transacted 
on the Shanghai Stock Exchange and 25 on the Shenzhen 
Stock Exchanges. 

Sources from the CSRC say at least seven funds are 
discussing joint businesses with foreign partners, including 
the International Financial Corporation, BNP Paribas Asset 
Management, UBS AG from Switzerland, the Bank of Mon- 
treal from Canada, and JP Morgan of the US. 

China’s long-awaited Securities Investment Fund Law, 
the first draft of which was launched in 1999, is likely to come 
out within the year. The law has been amended a dozen times 
and will go in front of the National People’s Congress for final 
discussion and voting this month. 

Fund management is a field with clear potential. China 
has over 10 trillion yuan in state-owned fixed assets and 
another 10 trillion yuan of circulating assets. Private depos- 
its in banks total 8 trillion yuan and the domestic stock 
market has an overall market value of 2 trillion yuan. The 
country has another 2 trillion yuan of state and commercial 
bonds. This figures bring the total sum of nationwide assets 
to nearly 60 trillion yuan, approximately $7.25 trillion. 



Luxurious Swisswatch Searching 
Market in Beijing 

Created by Jehan- Jacques Blancpain in 1735, Switzer- 
land-based Blancpain calls itself the world’s oldest watch 
brand. Its hand-made watches made a splash in Beijing 
on August 6 with an exhibition of Blancpain series 1735 
timepieces at the St. Regis Beijing Hotel. 

According to Blancpain, only three Swiss watchmak- 
ers in the world are trained to manufacture the watches. 
One of its hand-crafted watches takes approximately 18 
months to produce and their prices start at $770,000. 

(Xinhua Photo / Yu Xiaoping) 



China’s gold consumption weighed at 213.2 tons last year, according to the figures from China’s National Gold Bureau. 
The country keeps its domestic buying and selling prices of 99.99 percent pure gold intact though the world market price s 
fluctuating recently. The buying price of 99.99 pure gold remains at 82.33 yuan per gram, while the selling price stays at 83.97 
yuan per gram. Photo by Zhuang Jian 


Country Striving to Spark Gold Rush 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Y igjiaci Wu, a small village in Jiangxi prov- 
ince, has drawn an inordinate amount of 
attention in the past week, as its local gov- 
ernment, for the first time ever in China, is gearing 
up to hold an auction for the exploring rights of a 
small gold mine in the village. 

The auction was first slated for August 8, but 
later postponed to August 18. 

Liu Chunmao, manager of the Nanchang Mining 
Rights Transaction Center, the auctioneer, said, 
“we have to give fair opportunities to all parties 
interested in bidding.” 

This bit of news is only one of several recent 
developments that reflect a distinct opening of the 
domestic gold mining industry, once considered top 
secret and the nation’s most sensitive industry. 

Last month in Southwest China’s Guizhou prov- 
ince, the provincial government and the local 
authority of Qinxinan signed an agreement with 
Canada-based Asia Pacific Energy Corp. (APEC) 
for the exploration of the heavy gold deposits at 
Puanni Bao, estimated to total around 113 tons. In 
upholding its end of the bargain, APEC will invest 
$40 million in technology and equipment for the 
exploration. Annual gold production at the mine is 
expected to reach around 100,000 ounces, with a 
value of 240 million yuan. 

China has massive gold deposits just waiting 
to be explored and exploited. Last year, the coun- 
try produced 181.83 tons of gold, making it the 
world’s fourth-largest gold producer, but still put- 


ting it far behind global No. 1 South Africa, 
which produced 1,000 tons. The central govern- 
ment plans to increase nationwide gold output 
by five percent annually to reach a total output 
of 1,000 tons during the Tenth Five-Year Plan 
(2001-2005). 

Moreover, the domestic gold exploration and 
mining industry is held back by low efficiency 
rates and out-of-date facilities. China has over 
1,300 licensed gold exploring enterprises that 
employ nearly 350,000 people. However, the aver- 
age annual output per head is less than 900 grams. 
Sustainable growth in the industry can only be 
realized by upgrading technology and improving 
and setting up new facilities. 

The government now looks at rigorously licens- 
ing exploration and mining and introducing over- 
seas investment and technology as the two major 
tools for reorganizing the industry. 

Last month, China established a partnership 
with South Africa for the detection, exploration 
and refining of gold in the country. In November 
of last year, the Shanghai Gold Exchange started 
pilot operation, providing a domestic forum for 
international gold trade. 

At the meeting with his South African counter- 
parts last month, Cheng Fumin, director general 
of the National Gold Bureau under the State Eco- 
nomic and Trade Commission, said, “The door has 
opened, though only a little bit. But as always hap- 
pens in this country’s reform processes, once the 
door is opened, it can never be closed again.” 


Support Services at Vanguard ol IT Market Growth 


By A Yi 

While the global IT industry and 
market went through painful shrink- 
ages last year, China’s IT industry, 
particularly the software and sup- 
porting service markets, is showing 
promising signs of steady future 
growth, according to the China 
Center of Information Development 
Consulting (CCID Consulting). 

CCID Consulting operates directly 
under the central government watch- 
ing over the country’s IT industry and 
market, and is the most authoritative 
domestic IT market analyst. 

In the two market analysis 


reports the company released, 
namely the “2001-2002 Annual 
Research Reports on China’s IT 
Market” and “Topic Research Reports 
on IT Market Trends in 2002”, CCID 
outlined that in China, the rate of 
growth of IT hardware sales has 
slowed, while software and services 
sales have accelerated. 

The two reports say the domestic 
IT market grew 16.4 percent in 
2001. Software sales accounted for 
27 percent of all market transac- 
tions, while service sales reached 
40.66 billion yuan. 

In the first half of this year, IT ser- 


vice product sales in China reached 
21.36 billion yuan, up 25.6 percent 
from the same period of last year, 
much higher than the 15.8 percent 
increase in the hardware market. 

CCID Consulting expects the 
domestic IT service market to reach 
a total value of 50.1 billion yuan 
this year and 138.4 billion yuan by 
2006, with an annual growth rate of 
around 28.1 percent. 

“The rapid growth of the IT 
service market has become crucial 
to the domestic IT market as a 
whole,” according to CCID Consult- 
ing’s reports. 


China Becomes 
World’s Top Iron, 
Steel Importer 

China imported 11.72 mil- 
lion tons of steel in the first six 
months of this year, according 
to the China Iron and Steel 
Association, representing an 
increase of 37.5 percent from 
the same period of last year 
and making the country the 
world’s largest iron and steel 
importer. 

The former holder of that 
title, the US, imported 10.98 
million tons of iron and steel 
during the same period. 

“The global industry 
expected China to become the 
largest importer by the end 
of this year, but those 
predictions came true six 
months before anticipated,” 
said Huang Jindou, secretary 
general of China Iron and 
Steel Association. 

According to Huang, China 
had also been the global lead- 
ing in iron and steel imports 
from 1994 to 1996. 

World Software 
Devloper to 
Hold Fair 

Computer Associates (CA), 
one of the leading software 
developers and dealers in the 
world, announced this week 
that it will hold its annual 
technical fair, CAEXP02002, 
in Beijing on August 30. 

CA lists China at the top of 
its business growth and holds 
the annual fair in a different 
Chinese city every year. The 
fair provides a forum for the 
introduction of the latest IT 
information and software 
products, particularly those 
related to e-commerce, to Chi- 
nese customers. IT seminars, 
workshops and panel discus- 
sions will make up the main 
content of the event. 

More information about the 
fair can be found at the compa- 
ny’s website, www.ca.com.cn. 

Samsung Life 
Eyeing Domestic 
Market 

Samsung Life from South 
Korea is expected to launch 
its first life insurance joint 
venture in China in the near 
future, according to sources 
from Samsung group in 
Beijing. 

Samsung group’s property 
insurer, Samsung Fire & 
Marine Insurance, opened a 
branch in Shanghai in early 
April last year. 

The life insurance joint ven- 
ture is likely to be established 
in Shenzhen, but the group’s 
office in Beijing declined to pro- 
vide the local partner’s name 
and the exact time the new 
company will be launched. 

If all goes as planned, Sam- 
sung Life will be the first Asian 
life insurer to start local busi- 
ness in the Chinese market. 

Sumitomo, 

HiSense to 
Sell Appliances 
in Japan 

Sumitomo Corporation, one 
of Japan’s largest trade con- 
glomerates, signed an agree- 
ment with China’s HiSense 
group to sell the Chinese appli- 
ance maker’s products in the 
Japanese market. 

HiSense group is one of 
China’s largest home electric 
appliance producers and has 
extended its product range 
into the IT hardware and 
PC fields in recent years. 
Before signingthis agreement, 
HiSense entered the Ameri- 
can and European markets 
through cooperation with 
Sumitomo’s sales channels in 
the two continents. 

In the agreement, Sumi- 
tomo also promised to help 
HiSense to establish chain 
stores to sell its latest luxury 
digital home appliances in 
China. ( Xiao Ma) 
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Trial Opens Debate about Deadly Jelly 


By Sun Ming 

A grieving father has 
blasted the Beijing snack 
company he blames for 
the death of his 8-year-old boy 
as trial began at Haidian Dis- 
trict People’s Court on Monday 
last week. 



Snack jelly 


Photo by Cui Hao 


“My son suddenly toppled to 
the ground in the doorway and 
appeared to be dying,” said Yao 
Huiwei (pseudonym), a worker 
from Zhejiang. 

“I assumed he’d been in- 
volved in some kind of traffic 
accident, but at hospital, a doc- 
tor sucked a small jelly out 
from his throat with a straw.” 

Yao Jie died on his way to 
Xiyuan Chinese Medical Hos- 
pital hospital on February 18 
this year. The death certificate 
reports “foreign matter” in the 
windpipe caused Yao to choke 
to death. 

Yao’ father seeks 300,000 
yuan from both the company 


and the Guangzhou manufac- 
turer for failing to provide a 
warning label. 

“I never expected a little jel- 
ly to become a killer,” he said. 

Xizhilang jelly, a popular 
brand in China, carries the red- 
letter warning: “Please don’t 
permit elderly and children to 
swallow jelly quickly.” 

CCTV show Half an Hour’s 
Economy of July 31 revealed 
nationwide there have been 
more than 30 jelly deaths in 
three years, including a 1-year- 
old girl in Hubei on January 
28, a 1-year-old girl in Taiyu- 
an, Shanxi on February 9 and a 
2-year-old boy on March 7. 


Defending the two compa- 
nies, Wei Ming said the blame 
belonged to the parents, not the 
jelly. 

“Children can also choke to 
death on peanuts. So should the 
farmer who planted the pea- 
nuts also be punished?” 

Less than 50 percent of jelly 
on the market of Beijing carry 
warnings on the packaging. 

“The shape of most of the jel- 
ly looks like a plug,” said Wang 
Dongfang, a Beijing Children 
Hospital doctor told a CCTV re- 
porter. 

The case continues. Judg- 
ment will be passed in Septem- 
ber. 


Comeback Pop starlet 
Admits to Love Affair 

By Sun Ming 

The Guangxi pop starlet who once sang, “Wo 
Bu Xiang Shuo,” (I Don’t Want to Speak) finally 
confessed to her controversial love affair on Sat- 
urday. 

Yang Yuying had retired from the music indus- 
try in 1997, but her name resurfaced two years 
later as the girlfriend of Lai Wenfeng, apparently 
connected to the 50 billion yuan Xiamen smug- 
gling scandal. 

“It was a pure love,” Yang told Hong Kong 
Phoenix TV interviewer Lu Yu. “I once loved Lai 
Wenfeng very much, not as some people said, that 
I only loved him for his money.” 

A 2 million yuan Porsche, an alleged gift to 
Yang, proved a popular draw at the exhibition 
erected by Xiamen authorities after the show- 
piece trial. 

Lai Wenfeng, former general manager of a 
branch of Yuanhua Group in Hong Kong, is the 
nephew of principal smuggler Lai Changxing, 
who escaped to Canada in 1999 and is still listed 
as wanted by Chinese government. Lai’s fate has 
not been reported in China. 

“I was shocked when I first read such damag- 
ing articles in the media in 1999,” said 31-year- 
old Yang. “How could I have a relationship with 
the scandal? I had left Lai Wenfeng in 1997.” 

Tomorrow, six days after the interview, Yang 
will hold her first solo concert in Beijing. 

‘Yang didn’t ask us to inform her of the interview 
questions in advance. We thought that the interview 

perhaps couldn’t avoid 
the sensitive topic,” Fan 
Qingyuan, director of Lu 
Yu’s Appointment , told 
Beijing Youth Daily. 

“It was first love,” 
Yang told Lu in a 
Sanlitun bar. “We met 
in 1994, when I was 
24 and Lai was 22. We 
separated because our 
dispositions were not 
suited. 

“There was never a 
marriage contract be- 
tween us, as mentioned 
in some articles.” 

Clever Policeman Foils 
Gang of Wife-kidnappers 
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I Gould Swear It Moved lust Now 


By Sun Ming 

A young woman was scared to 
tears by this bronze man outside 
Beijing Guangdelou Theater in 
Qianmen on Tuesday. 

“She cried. But you know, I just 
couldn’t hold the pose in that tiring 
position forever,” Li Qinghua, 22, 
a Qing Dynasty living statue, told 


Beijing Today. 

“The problem was she had just 
moved closer to me to investigate.” 

He said as a consolation, he in- 
vited her to take a picture, smiling 
together through the tears. Li said 
he can maintain a single posture for 
more than 20 minutes and that the 
body paint wasn’t toxic. 


Bureau launches legal Service 
Hotline Catering to Foreigners 


By Li Lili/ Su Wei 

“Press ‘1’, Jing Tai Lawyer’s Office, 
press ‘2’, Ke Hua Lawyer’s Office...” 
muses the mechanical female voice sec- 
onds after callers press “4”. 

The new English language legal ser- 
vice has been launched by the Beijing 
Bureau of Justice. 

Sixteen lawyers with fluent English 
offer six “148” legal offices. 

The 1600148 service focuses on 
answering foreigners’ legal questions 
about business and real estate. 

“Around three foreigners call us a 
day,” said Cao Yao, a lawyer in the Fa 


Du Lawyer’s Office, after three days of 
service. 

“But I’m sure we will provide the 
best service to foreigners the same as 
we do for Chinese people.” 

The 148 hotline offers free legal ad- 
vice across China. 

The pronunciation of 148 in Chinese 
— “yao si ba” ( — v$/\) is easy to re- 
member as a homonym for “yao si fa” “ 
-Jc^ >£”, meaning “wanting justice”. 

Counseling is free. 

The charge is the same as a local 
call: 0.3 yuan a minute. 7:30 am-6 pm, 
Monday to Sunday. Call 1600148 



By Ivy Zhang 

There are cows, turkeys, horses, 
ducks, a swimming pool and a fish- 
ing pond. Drive north up the air- 
port expressway, take the Beigao 
exit at the toll gate, a couple of 
turns later and a long line of white 
wooden fences mark the spot. 

The sign says “Agrilandia”, a 
20-hectare Italian farm resort. 

Owner Claudio Bonfatti, 47, 
used to work on a family farm, but 
came to China four years ago “fol- 
lowing his heart” to live with Chi- 
nese wife Lu Hongwei. 

The couple today have two 
daughters, Julia, 2^ and Luna, 5 
months. He launched his dream 
in November 1999. 

On the farm, Bonfatti , along 
with his 38 


workers, work 
seven days a 
week, and 10 
hours a day. 

“I’m one of 
them,” he says. 

“When I start- 
ed this farm, I 
had the habit to 
do, not just talk. 

“There’s a conception here that 
the owner shouldn’t work. It took 
time, but now I think it works. The 
owner is one of the group. No one 
is above everybody.” 

The farm grows 30 fruits and 
20 vegetables. Produce includes 
plums, apricots, pears, grapes, to- 
matoes and zucchini. 

“About 200 to 300 guests — 
half foreigners, half Chinese — 
come to visit the farm on week- 
ends,” says Bonfatti. 

“In the farm restaurant, peo- 
ple can eat original food. It’s not 
absolutely organic or green. But, 
It’s originally green and naturally 
grown.” 

Bonfatti says he imported 20 
seed varieties and tree buds from 
Italy and has developed new 
strains by grafting Chinese trees 
with Italian buds. 


“The owner is 
one of the group. 
No one is above 
everybody.” 

— Claudio Bonfatti 


‘We have many local best-seller 
vegetables,” he says. “It’s difficult 
to find them in this area. Only we 
have these vegetables, for instance, 
Rucola, the spicy wild lettuce.” 

It is fruit season. Every day, 
Bonfatti drives his white Citroen 
car to deliver more than 100 kilos 
of fruit and sauces produced on 
the farm. As a sideline, Bonfatti 
also runs the city’s popular Peter 
Pan restaurant chain. 

He supplies fruit and vegeta- 
bles to Gisa, Mediterraneo, Assag- 
gi and Sury restaurants and also 
various foreigner-friendly shops in 
the downtown area. Beijing has 
18 real Italian restaurants in to- 
tal, he says. 

‘We use our car as our truck,” 
he says. “It looks 
like a 10-year-old 
car but actually 
it’s only 1 year 
old. 

‘We plan to buy 
a small truck next 
month because 
the customers are 
increasing and we 
need to supply more goods.” Farm- 
ing season starts in March and 
ends around November. 

Speaking of the problems en- 
countered at the farm, Bonfatti says 
they are shorthanded when some 
farmers take sick leave, resulting in 
a change of plan or job delays. 

But the biggest problem for the 
Italian is maternal in nature. 

“A few days after we finished 
covering this area with the net, a 
big storm came. It took out and de- 
stroyed all our one-week’s work.” 

‘With people, you can always 
find a solution. But with nature, 
you can just try to prepare. You 
have to accept.” 

Address: 

Agrilandia, Shilipu Village, 
Nanfaxin town, Shuyi District 

Tel: 6947 3133 (English service 
available) 


By Chen Ying/ Lu Guohong 

A shrewd hunch and a scrap of paper led police 
to capture a wife-kidnapping gang on Saturday 
last week. 

Officer Li Zhongxiang noticed a man looking 
nervous on his patrol of the first floor of Beijing 
West Train Station on last Sunday morning. 

An identity check revealed the man as Song 
Yuming, 45, a farmer from Sanchakou Village of 
Longhua County of Hebei Province. He had no 
criminal record, but searching through his arti- 
cles, Li grew suspicious about a piece of paper in 
Song’s telephone book. 

One part read: “I come to Zhengjiagou Village 
of Maojingbei Town of Longhua County of Hebei 
Province voluntarily. 

“I want to marry Zheng Zhong voluntarily. 
There is absolutely no reason for concern.” 

The signature, sealed with a red fingerprint, was 
by a 20-year-old illiterate woman Jiang Hanmei, of 
Yunnan Province. Li suspected kidnapping. 

Under police interrogation, Song confessed. He 
said in the middle of July he and four accomplic- 
es had kidnapped three women, one 20 years old 
and two others 17-years-old, from Yunnan Prov- 
ince. They tricked them into writing contracts, 
and then sold them on to the farmers in Longhua 
County of Hebei Province for 20,000 yuan each. 

The four men and his nephew Ou Lifeng — who 
also wanted to buy a wife — were on the T5 train to 
Nanning, Guangxi. He had come to say goodbye. 

Police seized the five and found papers record- 
ing the women’s personal information and mon- 
eys totaling about 50,000 yuan. 

The six suspects have been sent to Longhua 
County, Hebei Province for further investigation. 
Local police promised they would rescue the three 
kidnapped women as soon as possible. 


There’s a Fistlight at the OK Saloon 



Li Hong (left), Wang Ming (right), and their 13-year-old son, Xiao Dongyang. 


By Su Wei 

Six customers were beaten, three 
hospitalized in a Friday midnight 
bust-up with staff at the Yayuan Ka- 
raoke Parlor. 

City media reported the story en- 
tirely using pseudonyms after those 
involved requested anonymity. Beijing 
Today is also using the pseudonyms. 

Zhao Wei said his colleague, national 
trade newspaper reporter Chen Gang, 
went to Wujing Hospital having suf- 
fered broken fingers on his right hand. 
Another colleague, Wang Ming, had 
suffered two forehead wounds. Wang’s 
wife Li Hong had a head wound and 
eardrum injuries. 

Another reporter, Wu Qiang, al- 
though also injured and in need of hos- 
pital treatment, returned to finish the 
day’s newspaper, Zhao said. 

It began with a bill. 

Wang Ming’s wife Li Hong disputed 
the 380 yuan charge for 11 people for 
three hours consuming eight bottles of 
Yangjing beer. 

She sought a discount. But Li alleges 
the waiter replied, “Why come here if 
you have no money?” 

Irritated, Li ripped up the bill, 
according to Zhao Wei, one of the 11 


involved. 

But the boss of the karaoke parlor 
has another version. 

“It is impossible for one of our wait- 
ers to talk so rudely,” said Zhou Bao- 
cheng. He said he overheard the waiter 
say, “Sister, it’s not so expensive.” and 
“Sister, I cannot make the decision.” 

Li then allegedly said, “I can only 
give you 300 yuan. I will not even 
give you that.” 

“She then hit the chest of the waiter, 
and even ran to beat him in the corri- 
dor,” said Zhou. 

But all 11 guests — including a 
13-year-old boy — deny this. “We 
know Li did not hit the waiter be- 
cause the door was open and we could 
see,” said Zhao Wei. 

Zhao said more than 20 waiters in 
purple T-shirts rushed into the KTV 
room. One guy shouted, What happened 
here?’ and another ordered ‘Beat her!’ 

On-duty manager Song Xiaobo said, 
“When I entered the room upon hear- 
ing they wanted to talk with someone 
in charge, the woman grabbed my neck. 
My gold necklace was broken.” 

Four or five waiters surrounded one 
male, Lu Yan told Beijing Today , kick- 
ing and hitting him with beer bottles 


and teacups. 

According to the 11, the beating con- 
tinued for about an hour even though 
they once offered to pay the bill and 
leave. Lii Yan claimed a manager-like- 
man took her identity card. 

“I had no choice,” she said. “We 
were too frightened. He forced us to 
write a statement taking responsibil- 
ity for the incident.” 


Photo by Wang Xiaochen 
Wu Qiang said he o snuck a mobile 
phone call to the police as he pretended 
to be relaxed, drinking beer at the bar. 

Zhu Boli, political commissar of Wan- 
shoulu Police Substation, says it is not the 
right time to draw any conclusions about 
the case. The investigation is ongoing. 

“In this case, both parties appear 
to be trying to cover something up,” 
said Zhu. 
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the Martyr Mark 

Ding Zhongxing denied revolutionary hero status because of his age 



Ding Qingtao, father of the heroic hoy, is pushing the Hunan government 


By DengFei/Wu Sanmeng 
/ Chen Ying 

T he title of revo- 
lutionary martyr 
may have been giv- 
en to Ding Zhongx- 
ing, a 13-year-old 
boy who died while saving an- 
other child’s life two years ago, 
had he been over 18 at the time, 
explained the Hunan Provincial 
Government for not giving the 
boy the honor in March. 

The boy’s father, Ding Qin- 
gtao, has found that reason 
hard to swallow. “I just want 
to get a right evaluation of 
my son,” he said, regarding 
his continuing campaign to 
have his son given the honor- 
ary title. 

At noon of July 11, 2000, 
Ding Zhongxing, a grade-one 
middle school student at Heng- 
yang Foreign Language School 
in Hunan Province, went to 
the banks of the Zhengshui 
River to collect samples for 
a biology project. Several ele- 
mentary school students were 
playing nearby. One of them, 
Yang Zhonghua, fell into the 
river while trying to grab a 
dead fish floating on the sur- 
face of the water. 

Hearing the boy’s screams, 
Ding Zhongxing rushed over 
and jumped into the river af- 
ter trying unsuccessfully to 
grab Yang’s hand. Ding pushed 
Yang as close to the riverbank 
as he could, forgetting his in- 
ability to swim. The boy was 
able to grab an overhanging 
tree branch and pull himself 
to safety with his friends’ as- 
sistance. 

Meanwhile, Ding floated 
out into the middle of the riv- 
er after pushing the boy. He 
slipped under the surface of 
the water and drowned. 

Ding’s act amazed local peo- 
ple and officials and won him 
citywide renown as a hero. 
Over the next year, he was giv- 
en several posthumous honors 
and titles by local organiza- 
tions and government bodies. 

On September 27, 2000, the 
Hengyang Municipal 

Education Commission and 
the Communist Youth League 
Committee issued a document 
declaring Ding a “Heroic Teen- 
ager, who saved another with- 
out concern to himself,” and 
the Hengyang Municipal Gov- 
ernment called him “Heng- 
yang’s Outstanding Teenager” 
on June 1, 2001. 

On the fifteenth of that 
month, the Shigu District Peo- 
ple’s Government of Hengyang 
decided to grant the title of 
revolutionary martyr to Ding. 

In accordance with the fifth 
item of the third article of the 
“Revolutionary Martyr Com- 
mendation Ordinance”, people 
who die in the act of protect- 
ing others or in saving the 
country’s or communal prop- 
erty can be called revolution- 
ary martyrs. 

A two-month investigation 
of the case led the Hengyang 
Civil Affairs Bureau to believe 
Ding met the qualifications 
of a martyr and the Heng- 
yang Municipal Government 
filed an application with the 
Hunan Province Government 
for the boy to be given the hon- 
orary title in December 2001. 

The Hunan Province Civil 
Affairs Bureau, however, turned 


down the application on the 
grounds that Ding was too 
young, adding that his act was 
motivated more out of instinct 
than revolutionary conscious- 
ness. The bureau also expressed 
fears that giving the title of 
martyr to Ding would provide 
the wrong kind of encourage- 
ment to other children. 

Through scouring the Inter- 
net, Ding’s family learned of 
similar cases in other provinc- 
es that had different outcomes. 
Thirteen-year-old Tang Jing of 
Beijing and 12-year-old Zhou 
Xia of Jiangsu Province have 
been recognized as martyrs af- 
ter dying while saving others. 

The Hengyang Municipal 
Government is now asking 
for instruction from the State 
Council’s Law Office on wheth- 
er there is an age limit for 
martyrs, while the Hunan 
Province Government has 
handed over Ding’s case to the 
Ministry of Civil Affairs for 
the continuation of research. 

Does Ding deserve the ti- 
tle of martyr? Would granting 
him that honor encourage chil- 
dren to save others’ lives at 
the cost of their own welfare? 
Opinions follow: 

Liang Yuan, assistant 
professor, Hunan Univer- 
sity 

Why shouldn’t heroes be 
recognized as martyrs? It’s 
not only a positive affirma- 
tion of their acts and a way of 
giving comfort to their fami- 
lies, but also a means to pro- 
tect and uphold their spirit of 
unselfishness. 

In Ding’s case, some peo- 
ple may be confused and be- 
lieve only adults can be called 
martyrs for their bravery. That 
could lead to fewer parents 
encouraging their children 
to help others. If children 
can’t get proper encourage- 
ment and cultivation, how can 
adults expect teenagers to 
help others when they grow 
up? 

The title of martyr is a 
posthumous honor, there is 
no money tied to this award. 
Would anyone jump into the 
water to save another in or- 
der to get the title of martyr, 
instead of out of some sense 
of moral consciousness? 


Li Yuan, PhD, China 
Academy of Social Sci- 
ences 

Age can’t be taken as a 
standard in judging whether 
people qualify as martyrs. Not 
only children, but also adults, 
should learn from Ding’s spir- 
it. Many similar cases have 
happened in China in recent 
years. But that doesn’t mean 
children should be encour- 
aged to imitate Ding’s act. 

It’s wrong to think one 
can only become a hero in 
this kind of way. What people 
should learn from is his spir- 
it, but that takes rational in- 
struction from teachers and 
parents. Certainly, children 
should develop some com- 
mon sense about how to pro- 
tect themselves while having 
the idea to help others. 

Chen Huixia, teacher, 
Beijing Beihai Primary 
School 

It’s necessary to promote a 
spirit of unselfishness among 
children, but most children 
lack a sense of self-preserva- 
tion. They are not the main 
body of society and shouldn’t 
blindly get involved in situ- 
ations they do not have the 
ability to handle. 

For instance, Ding Zhongx- 
ing jumped into the water to 
rescue another child, though 
not knowing how to swim. His 
act was impulsive in some 
sense, but such spirit de- 
serves to be encouraged. So 
I always worry about how to 
teach students about martyrs 
and heroes’ spirits. 

I once read an article in a 
newspaper that Jiang Huang- 
hong, a ten-year-old boy from 
Sichuan Province, saved more 
than 30 of his neighbors 
trapped in a fire by cleverly 
finding an exit. He is also a 
young hero. I use this story in 
my classes. 

During adolescence, the 
most important thing teenag- 
ers need to learn is how to 
cultivate a sense of self-pro- 
tection. Projects and cours- 
es along this line, such as 
fire control and wildernesses 
survival classes, should be 
taught in schools. 

Considering the generation 
gap in China, it’s very im- 


to recognize his son as a martyr. 

Photos provided by Deng Fei 

portant to have exchange 
between teachers and stu- 
dents. Some of my students’ 
questions show today’s teen- 
agers don’t think in tradition- 
al ways. They have their own 
ideas about society, though 
sometimes those ideas may 
be a bit extreme. 

Rick Sjoquist, American, 
writer, consultant for 
People’s Education Press 

I don’t think it’s a matter 
of cultural difference that this 
boy chose to respond to this 
emergency. He probably just 
had a natural urge to want 
to do something to help. Per- 
haps he didn’t even think 
about the fact he didn’t know 
how to swim. Or perhaps he 
thought about it for a mo- 
ment, but it wasn’t something 
that he gave much thought 
to because he was more con- 
cerned about doing some- 
thing to rescue the boy in the 
water. 

In this case, it’s a tragedy 
because the person who tried 
to rescue the boy ended up 
the victim himself. In the US, 
we would not call this person 
a martyr, because martyr is 
a word that we usually use 
only to describe people who 
have sacrificed their lives for 
some special cause like a po- 
litical cause, religious belief 
or something else. For exam- 
ple, Martin Luther King, Jr. 
could be called a martyr to 
the cause of civil rights. 

What we would call this 
boy is a hero. We probably 
wouldn’t give him some spe- 
cial award or medal, there 
would more likely just be an 
article or two in local news- 
papers, maybe with his pho- 
tograph. 

We usually wouldn’t have 
the government get involved. 
The community where the he- 
ro’s family lives would do 
something to help the family 
and express their sorrow. 

Schools offer classes about 
how to help people in dif- 
ferent emergency situations, 
and usually cities and local 
communities offer free work- 
shops and volunteer activi- 
ties from time to time to help 
people learn useful skills like 
first aid or CPR. 



Formal Wear Required 


By Chen Ying 

A s the thinning ranks of 
hangye (men who doff their 
shirts in the summer) on 
the streets testify, Beijingers are 
turning a sharper eye to the out- 
ward images. 

Last week, Beijing Today ran 
an article about the national ban- 
quet held at the Beijing Hotel the 
evening of July 28 hosted by the 
Beijing Attire & Evening Banquet 
Cultural Communication Center, at 
which formal wear was required. 
The activity was a test run of a 
plan to hold such formal events at 
the hotel every weekend. 

“I think women wearing eve- 
ning dress can show their striking- 
ly elegant and graceful bearing,” 
said Liu Zhijun, general manager 
of the center. 

Daxin, a prominent fabric and 
tailor shopping center on Dongsi 
Street in Dongcheng District, drew 
many guests of the event, who 
phoned in to the store or went in 
personally to choose materials and 
get measured for custom-made 
evening gowns, qipao (traditional 
Chinese-style dresses), suits and 
tuxedos. 

Many tailors at the center have 
hung notices behind their coun- 
ters to tell customers they offer 
clothing design and making ser- 
vices since the banquet. Tailored 
evening gowns made at the coun- 
ters run an average of 1,000 yuan 
each. 

Are Beijingers prepared to par- 
ticipate in formal events that 
require elegant dress? Opinions 
follow: 

Liu Zhijun 

Clothing and dress are very im- 
portant in social intercourse. Chi- 
na has a long history of apparel 
culture. People were very particu- 
lar about their dress in the past, 
but there was a blank space in peo- 
ple’s care about their clothing in 
the 1960s and 1970s. The past 
few years have seen a fashion re- 
naissance in China, which is clearly 
connected to the country’s opening 
up to the outside world. 

We just want to encourage peo- 
ple to improve their images and 
understand the importance of ap- 
pearance through the activity. 
Fashion designer, Daxin 
Clothing Shop, who 
requested anonymity 

The huge number of calls we’ve 


received show it’s time we set up 
special services for people who 
want to order evening gowns or 
formal dresses. People now have 
more ways open to them to enjoy 
their spare time. This means they 
have more opportunities to at- 
tend formal events. More events 
are calling for people to have a 
better sense of fashion. This is 
one kind of civil development. 
Middle aged woman, who 
requested anonymity 

Women have more chances to 
show their beauty today. If I have 
a chance to participate in a for- 
mal event, I will dress very nice- 
ly. No matter what other people 
say, liking beauty isn’t wrong in 
and of itself. Also, dressing well 
shows respect to others. 

I remember I often went dancing 
when I was young. But I think Beijing 
is now undergoing a dance drought. 
Few people, especially young peo- 
ple, are enthusiastic about danc- 
ing, let alone going to parties where 
they have to dress up. 

Wendy Liu, editor, Beijing 
Ringier International Adver- 
tisement Company 

I think such activities are aimed 
solely at the upper class. Ordi- 
nary people don’t have the time 
or energy to carefully select what 
to wear at such events. The main 
reason to attend this kind of ac- 
tivity is to meet other people and 
broaden one’s circle of relations. 
So I think it’s a good way for all 
kinds of people to mix and at- 
tract positive attention to them- 
selves or their companies. Maybe 
that’s why dress is so important 
at such occasions. At the time, it 
may be too early to expect ordi- 
nary people to be able to spend 
a lot of money to purchase fancy 
clothes. 

Arianna Calza, Italian 

In Italy, people like wearing 
formal or nice clothing if they 
go to parties or important meet- 
ings, though they still wear casu- 
al clothes during their daily lives. 

Italian women buy nice dress- 
es when they know they will have 
opportunities to wear them, and 
normally use such dresses many 
times. People certainly care about 
money, so they will only buy 
clothes they like. Of course, how 
a person dresses is important to 
the first impression they give to 
other people. 


SOUND BITES 


“We don’t want to see that Tai- 
wan compatriots would he led to 
disasters by those ‘ Taiwan inde- 
pendence’ advocators.” 

— Lin Zhaoshu, chairman of 
the All-China Federation of Re- 
turned Overseas Chinese, re- 
sponding to an allegation made 
by Chen Shuibian, leader of the 
Taiwan authority, that Taiwan 
is “a country with independent 
sovereignty” 

“This is another fundamental 
issue China expects to gradu- 
ally resolve following its suc- 
cessful efforts to feed its huge 
population.” 

— Liu Zhifeng, vice-minister of 
Construction, regarding statis- 
tics that show China has reduced 
the number of urban households 
with insufficient living space to 
1.56 million, just 1.1 percent of 
the total population 


“America is hack in the business 
of promoting open trade. I will use 
trade promotion authority aggres- 
sively to create more good jobs for 
American workers, more exports for 
American farmers, and higher living 
standards for American families.” 

— US President George W Bush 
signing a trade promotion law on 
Tuesday 

“This is deadly serious stuff. 
He is not briefing about a cricket 
match. He is briefing about war 
options. It’s the failure of American 
democracy. Before we go to war 
with Iraq, we must be able to deter- 
mine that Iraq poses a threat to the 
national security of the US. Such a 
determination must be backed up 
with substantive fact. ” 

— Former UN chief weapons in- 
spector Scott Ritter after General 
Tommy Franks presented Presi- 
dent George W Bush with refine- 
ments of a plan for attacking Iraq 
on Monday 

By Chen Ying 
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They found her in the living 
room. She had swallowed a 
bottle of poison — DDVP, 
leaving behind a 14-year-old 
daughter and a bad-tempered 
alcoholic husband. 

Some in the village of 
Huangtubeidian in Changping 
District say she had a 
relationship with another man. 
Others say she was a good wife 
and a responsible mother. 

She only said in her note, “this 
is for the sake of my daughter, 
the whole family and me. ” 

But the decision of Da 
Yangma apparently did not help 
her family. Eight years later, 
daughter Juanzi followed suit. 


“Mother, I miss you, ” she 
wrote. “I know I wronged you. 
But it is too late. For me, life is 
too hard...” 

Some in the village say 
Juanzi is better off. 

“The father is an animal, ” one 
observed. 

Others see nothing strange 
in the second suicide. “It is a 
pity the child no longer had a 
mother, ” one concluded. 

One month later in the same 
village, pregnant Wang Xiuling 
(pseudonym) also swallowed a 
bottle of poison. 

But luckily — or unluckily, 
depending on where you stand 
— Wang was saved. 


By Su Wei 

S tudies conducted by the Research 
Institute of Epidemic Disease Stud- 
ies, Beijing Huilongguan Hospital, 
offer some insights into the phenomenon 
of Chinese women committing suicide. 

Frequency 

There is no exact figure made avail- 
able to the media, but it is permissible to 
say women aged between 15 and 34 com- 
mit suicide at a “very high” rate. 

The frequency of women committing 
suicide in China is around 26 percent 
higher than men each year. 

Globally, women commit suicide four 
times less often than men. The acute dis- 
parity in China demands further study. 
Traditional thinking plays a role. 
“Committing suicide is still highly 
praised if it is to maintain social status 
and reputation, to show their deep feel- 
ing towards a person who suddenly died, 
or to try to pressurize those still alive,” 
says Jia Xiaoming, a sociologist at Beijing 
University of Science and Technology. 

“Society maintains committing sui- 
cide is not unreasonable. 

“Women believe it is the last but most 
effective resort to protest or perhaps to 
avoid the unbearable reality. 


“This is especially true for women kid- 
napped or sold, or bartered into a tradi- 
tional arranged marriage by her family” 
she said. 

Ideal 

Chinese women are still impressed 
by an extreme traditional ideal, say re- 
searchers at the Research Institute of 
Epidemic Disease Studies. 

“Too much emphasis is placed on the 
family, the husbands, and even the adult 
son. They sacrifice everything for the 
benefit of the family” says Zhang Yan- 
ping. 

“The pursuit of loyalty to love directs 
women towards pessimistic endings — 
dying for love.” 

Zhang Darong, a psychologist at 
Beijing No.6 Hospital, concedes the theme 
of committing suicide is common in Chi- 
nese culture. “One core Chinese ideal 
may be a kind of pursuit of self-destruc- 
tion,” she says. 

Some people may agree it sounds no- 
ble to sacrifice their life for a strong be- 
lief, such as a soldier jumping from a cliff 
to avoid capture. 

The most popular love stories in Chi- 
na dabble with death themes — Liang 
Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai, the butterfly 


lovers. In the story, young lovers become 
butterflies through death. 

Poverty 

With economic development, the dif- 
ference between the rich and the poor 
sometimes seems to be growing. Women 
must struggle to avoid poverty. But if 
they fail, they may choose to avoid pov- 
erty permanently. 

A Mrs. Wang of Wuwei, Gansu, whose 
full name did not appear in the report, 
was born into poverty. 

She married to escape poverty, the re- 
port said. 

But her first husband still led her into 
poverty. They had three children. The 
husband became a drug dealer, but was 
caught and sentenced to death. 

Unable to raise the three children, 
Wang married again. The second hus- 
band was 30 years older. He died three 


years later. Wang committed suicide. 

Wang’s story happens in the cities too. 
Wu Yujuan told Beijing Today she is still 
affected by the suicide of her friend, who 
died one year ago. 

Her friend worked in a factory, but 
when the factory experienced economic 
difficulties, she was asked to go home. 

Wu feels bitter about the pursuit of 
economic reform which abandons the 
weakest members of society. Social wel- 
fare reform lags too far behind state en- 
terprise reform, she says. 

“She changed too much after the en- 
terprise collapsed,” says Wu. “From a 
cadre to a jobless woman. She failed to 
keep a balanced, cool mind. Everything 
seemed tough to her. 

“Several months before taking sleep- 
ing pills, she was fond of quoting, ‘There 
is nothing real or false in this world. 
Everyone has the same destiny — one 


handful of earth.” 

Since the early 1980s, more than 10 
million young male laborers have come 
to the cities, leaving the responsibility of 
supporting the family to their wives. 

Young women in rural areas often 
have to bear and raise a child, engage in 
agriculture and support the elderly in- 
laws. 

“It is certain women are left facing 
more vulnerabilities, especially when 
they hear their lovers or husbands have 
another woman,” says Li Xianyuan, an- 
other researcher of the institute. 

Lin Qiao, 38, of Yishui, Hebei, told 
Beijing Today she was saved after taking 
sleeping pills. 

“He wanted to divorce me. He says I 
am too old to help him. After raising his 
son, supporting his paralyzed mother, he 
gave me the cold shoulder,” says Lin. 

“Why must I suffer fate such as this?” 


love Affair 


TEL: 68997124 68311626 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

SUgHigfflig 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 r® Bi 3 M 
11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 
6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

Tel:6712.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts;chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

itot: 

AM-JS 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 -2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 
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Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong’an Plaza, Wangfiijing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

§r 5 m 
11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

45 LsMS 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 ^ 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 100 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)68843388-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 
tUif§-:(010)68843388-71 8/620 
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New French Restaurant Now Open! 




m 






Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open: 11 :00-24:00 Daily 

Address: North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-91 00 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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Passengers 
See 


No Evil 


Indifference to conductor’s murder 
condemned 



By Lu Dang/ Ivy Zhang 

T he ashes of a bus conductor stabbed to death 
while on duty one month ago were placed in the 
Qile Cemetery in Nanchong, Sichuan Province 
last Friday The ceremony lasted less than 10 minutes. 

The tragedy occurred on July 8. Ren Yaoli, a 27-year- 
old bus conductor was stabbed eight times by a pas- 
senger when she demanded he purchase a ticket. The 
killer escaped after threatening the bus driver that he 
would kill him too if he did not stop the bus. None of 
the 20 odd passengers who witnessed the incident at- 
tempted to intervene and all left the scene when the 
bus stopped. 

In the wake of the trage- 
dy, the police took 22 hours to 
catch the murderer. On July 
12, the Nanchong local gov- 
ernment launched a debate 
titled “What does the July 8 
case tell?” 

However, by the time 
Ren’s ashes were buried, 
none of the passengers who 
had witnessed the crime 
had come forward. Locals 
seem have lost interest in 
the debate. 

Bloody killing on a bus 

At 8 pm on July 8th, the 
No. 210 air-conditioned bus 
drove as usual from Five Star 
Garden to the Southwest Pe- 
troleum University in Nan- 
chong city. 

At the Tetai Market stop, 
a young man with a ban- 
daged left hand wearing a 
dark striped T-shirt board- 
ed. Ren, who had been work- 
ing the route since 1997, 
approached the man and 
asked him to buy a one-yu- 
an ticket. 

The man handed five jiao 
(half a yuan) to Ren and then 
refused her request to make 
up the price. When Ren again 
pressed him to pay the full 
price, the man took out a 
20-centimeter-long Tibetan- 
style knife and pointed it 
at Ren, shouting, “You want 
money? Do you want this?” 

Ren took out her mobile 
phone and dialed 110 to call 
the police. “We have a pas- 
senger who refused to buy 
the ticket. He is holding 
a knife ...” Before Ren fin- 
ished the sentence, the man 
stabbed Ren in the abdomen. 

“He stabbed me!” Ren said 
into the phone and the man 
stabbed her again. 

Some passengers in the bus began to scream and 
some lowered their heads. But no one attempted to stop 
the violence. 

The man kept shouting, “How dare you call the po- 
lice!” and stabbed Ren around her mouth three times. 
She collapsed to the floor and the man stabbed her sev- 
eral more times in the breast and abdomen. 

While this was going on, the driver, Tian Wei, accel- 
erated towards a nearby police station. The man, guess- 
ing the driver’s intention, leapt forward and threatened 
him with the knife, “Stop! Stop the bus! Otherwise, I’ll 
kill you and all the passengers...” he shouted. 

Tian could do nothing but stopped the bus. The man 
got off and disappeared into the darkness. The other 
passengers also took the chance to get off and dis- 
persed. 

Tian alone held the blood-covered Ren and rushed 
her to the hospital, however she died on the way. 

The next day, local police arrested Zhang Jianguo at 


i 


m 


his sister’s home, and he confessed to the killing. 

Zhang, 32, is a local vegetable vendor. On the after- 
noon of that day, he quarreled with his brother at the 
vegetable market of Shunqing district and cut off the 
thumb of his left hand in anger. In the evening, Zhang 
took the bus to his sister’s home to seek comfort. It was 
on the way to her place that the incident occurred. 

When asked why he did it, Zhang said, “I had no 
money. She dialed 110. 1 could do nothing but kill her.” 

Hot debate on cold hearts 

The bloody case shocked the people of Nanchong. A 
month-long debate was initi- 
ated three days later by the 
local government through the 
media, centering around the 
fact that more than 20 pas- 
sengers sat and did nothing 
as the tragedy unfolded - no- 
body offered a helping hand, 
nobody called the police and 

# none came forward later as a 
witness. 

By the end of the month, 
local newspapers, radio sta- 
tions and television stations 
had received nearly a thou- 
sand letters and 500 calls. 
Among them, 

- 60 percent condemned 
the passengers for their lack 
of moral code and indiffer- 
ence. 

- 25 percent said security 
should be enhanced to avoid 
the reoccurrence of such 
bloody cases. 

- 10 percent said order on 
the bus was not kept well, 
which provided a chance for 
the killing. 

- 5 percent questioned 
think the competence of the 
bus conductor need to be im- 
proved. 

A majority of those who 
wrote or rang said that faced 
with such crimes, citizens 
should come forward to fight 
against the criminals, rather 
than being bystanders. 

Meanwhile, a total of 
650,000 yuan had been do- 
nated to the Nanchong “Act 
to defend justice” foundation 
by the end of last month. 
Ren’s husband, Xie Bing, also 
received some 10,000-yuan 
donated by locals. 

An end or not? 

Xie Bing has not told his 
three-year-old son, Xie Di- 
feng, how his mother died. 
When asked where his moth- 
er had gone, the boy answered, “to heaven.” 

Xie said he has not seen the killer, although he 
wants to because he is afraid he will not be able to con- 
trol himself. But he also said he wants to know who the 
20 passengers were and “ask them why they were so 
indifferent.” 

It was raining on the morning of August 2. Xie left 
his son at home and went to the cemetery. 

The burial of Ren’s ashes was a landmark in the 
case but the local media did not cover the event, accord- 
ing to Beijing Youth Daily. 

The day after, the Beijing Youth Daily spoke ran- 
domly to 10 citizens in Nanchong and none knew about 
the burial. Regarding the case, some said it had hap- 
pened long ago and there was no need to mention it 
again, while others said if they had been on the bus 
that day, they might not have come forward to stop the 
offender either. 

(Sources: Beijing Youth Daily, Beijing Daily) 



Two-year-old TanXue, one of the Jiehei villagers suffering from arsenic poisoning. 

Photos by Li Jia 

Arsenic 
Poisoning in 
Hunan 


By Li Jia/ Ivy Zhang 

S ince mid- July, 76 villagers from 
Jiebei, in Hengyang county, 
Hunan Province have been treat- 
ed for arsenic poisoning, a result of the 
local water supply contaminated from 
a privately operated smelter. 

Water unfit to drink 

Signs warning “Do Not Drink The 
Water” are prominently displayed be- 
side the public taps in mountainous 
Jiebei town. 

A child pointing to the nearby 
Dongjing pond told Beijing Youth Dai- 
ly , “the pipe over the pond holds water 
flowing from the mountain, but as it 
goes through the ‘poisoning’ factory, it 
can’t be drunk.” 

Once, the pond water was clear. Peo- 
ple used it for drinking or to wash their 
faces. But now, it is muddy, with yel- 
low and green layers of slime. Villagers 
have to go higher up the mountain to 
find unpolluted water. 

Xu Weixiang was one of the first 
to show symptoms of arsenic poison- 
ing. He says he used to be in ex- 
cellent health, but started feeling 
unwell this May. “My skin turned 
black, and became swollen and itchy. 
Some parts were festered. My eyes 
were also swollen and I couldn’t see 
clearly,” Xu said. “I often felt nau- 
seous and felt a burning sensation in 
my heart.” 

Xu went to the hospital in town, 
where he was told his symptoms 
were consistent with arsenic poison- 
ing. “There are more than 100 people 
in my village who are in the same con- 
dition. Sixty to seventy have been con- 
firmed to have arsenic poisoning.” 

In the village, many children have 
lost all their hair, a result of the high 
levels of arsenic in their systems. 

Source of the pollution 

The source of the poisoning is a 
smelter that was once part of the Red 
Star Porcelain Plant. Tan Youxian, dep- 
uty secretary of Jiebei town has been 
working at the site every day since the 
poisonings first came to light, direct- 
ing workers to seal the arsenic-bear- 
ing rocks and tear down the workshop 
buildings. 

The Red Star Porcelain Plant closed 
down in 1996. According to Tan, since 
then, the workshops have been rented 
by two villagers named Wang Xiuzhi 
and Lin Yuntian, but were left idle until 
November last year. At that time, with- 
out notifying the local government, the 
two subcontracted the buildings to an- 
other two locals Zhu Guangrong and 
Zhong Xinggui. 

“Zhu and Zhong’s business was ille- 
gal from the beginning, because they 
failed to get approval from the local 
government. I had no idea what they 
were doing until villagers started get- 
ting sick,” he says. 

After subcontracting the plant’s 
workshops, Zhu purchased around 50 
tons of arsenic mineral rock from Nan- 


dan mine, Guangxi Zhuang Autono- 
mous Region and burnt 33 tons of rocks 
for between November last year and 
this March, to produce a total of 7.4 
tons of arsenic oxide. 

Tan says the arsenic-rich rocks had 
been piled haphazardly in the open air, 
consequently whenever it rained, the 
poison would seep into the ground, pol- 
luting the local water supply. 

Treatment 

At the Hengyang City Vocational 
Hospital, about 20 villagers are still 
under observation and receiving treat- 
ment. 

Since July 20, the hospital has been 
filled with patients suffering from arse- 
nic poisoning. At the worst time, there 
were two patients per bed. Now most 
of the patients have been allowed to re- 
turn home. 

Fang Yunqi, a villager who worked 
at the mineral plant for nine days, 
said, “I felt awful. My heart felt burnt. 
I used to drink two thermos flasks of 
water every day. Now the arsenic level 
in my urine sample is 72 micro-grams 
per liter, my wife is 79 and my kid is 
125. The doctor here said the normal 
standard is 17.8.” 

Many villagers rolled up their 
clothes to show reporters the marks 
on their skin left from sores. Six or sev- 
en children remain in the hospital, the 
youngest of which is just two. All of 
them have sores on their backs, necks, 



Water in the village is polluted hy 
arsenic from a nearby local smelter. 


legs and arms. “It itches,” said a two- 
year-old Tan Xue, pointing at his foot. 

A nurse, who did not want to be 
named, said she has been working in 
the hospital for more than 10 years, 
but had never seen so many patients 
crowded in at one time. 

Long Guoxiang, deputy secretary 
of Hengyang County, told Beijing 
Youth Daily that after examining 
urine samples of the villagers, 76 out 
of the total 221 were found to con- 
tain arsenic levels exceeding the safe 
limit. 

“A majority of people exceed the lim- 
it, however most just suffered slight 
poisoning,” Long said. “Nobody has died 
from the poison.” 

Hengyang county has reportedly al- 
located 100,000 yuan for treatment of 
the affected villagers. 
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By Hu Xiaoli 

Chen Mo and Meiting 
1 6mm, color, 78 Min 
Screenplay and direction by Liu Hao 
In Beijing at the turn of the century, 
Meiting, a young girl who works in a 
beauty shop washing hair and giving 
head massages, loses her job and 
housing. She is taken in by a wandering 
flower-seller named Chen Mo. Both grew 
up as orphans and long for the love of 
a parent. Meiting suggests they make- 
believe. On Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, Chen pretends to be Meiting’s 
father and on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, Meiting acts like a mother 
to Chen. Their little room is quickly 
filled with laughter, but the make- 
believe starts to ring false as time 
goes on. Meiting feels stifled by her 
claustrophobic surroundings and 
decides to leave. While out looking for 
Meiting, Chen is accidentally stabbed 
by a friend. Realizing she loves Chen, 
Meiting returns to their little room, 
where she finds him lying in bed, dying. 


“Plain things around me were the 
real inspiration for this film” 

“Why did you choose lower-class 
people to be the main characters in 
your film?” a bespectacled young man 
asks Liu Hao, director of Chen Mo and 
Meiting after an informal screening of 
the film in the Box Cafe near Tsinghua 
University in late July 

“Because I know them well,” the 
director responds. 

He started down the road towards 
the completion of the film on a cold 
day in Beijing during Spring Festival 
of 1997. That year, Liu didn’t return 
to his hometown of Shanghai for the 
festival. “I was very depressed.” Tired 
and blue, Liu went into a barbershop 
near his house for a haircut. The girl 
who washed his hair told him, “Don’t 
think so much, just lean on me and 
take a nap. When you wake up, you 
will have completely forgotten your 
problems.” 

“I was really touched by her 
simple words, and they really clicked 
something in my mind,” says Liu. 

He went straight home and started 
pounding out the first draft of Chen Mo 
and Meiting , basing the protagonist on 
the girl he had just met. 

Shortly after his epiphany in the 
barbershop, Liu started paying close 
attention to some migrant flower- 
sellers wandering the streets. The 
contrast of their beautiful flowers and 
harsh lives struck him deeply. “These 
seemingly plain things around me were 
the real inspiration for this film,” he 
says. 

Shot on a shoestring budget of 
only 240,000 yuan, Chen Mo and 
Meiting was the surprise winner of the 
Best Asian Film award at the 2002 
Berlin International Film Festival. Liu 
attributes the film’s critical success 
to its sincerity. “My intention was to 
give a picture of authentic life, so 
during the shooting we used natural 
light, simultaneous sound recording, 
and actual locations. The style is very 


realistic,” he tells viewers at the post- 
screening meeting. 

According to the festival’s judges, 
this film was given the award, “for 
its masterly use of simple means 
to portray a profoundly moving 
relationship and emotional warmth 
despite the depressing environment 
around the two protagonists.” 


A crew that met hardship with 
friendship 

Liu is joined at the post-screening 
party by some of the members of this 
crew for the film, and the continued 
camaraderie among them is clear. “I 
was really lucky to have such a 
wonderful crew, “ Liu says with pride. 

Although the film was shot in 1999, 
talking about the film clearly still filled 
all the crew with a sense of excitement. 
Assistant director Yan Haobing 
describes the overall experience as 
“painful and cheerful. Everything was 
simple, including the equipment, our 
locations and our crew, but we all 
felt very happy, even through we shot 
during the coldest days of the Beijing 
winter.” 

The film’s skeleton crew was made 
up of a mere nine members, meaning 
each of them had to fulfill several 
different roles. “For example, I had to 
be the clapper boy job when I was 
not acting,” recounts Du Huanan, who 
played Meiting. “I really appreciated 
the atmosphere the director created. 

We could stop and discuss the film at 
any time during the shooting. Every 
one was completely free to express their 
opinions.” 

Wang Lingbo, the actor who 
portrayed Chen Mo, says, “Liu Hao was 
very serious about the film. Throughout 
the shoot, I had to wear only dirty 
clothes ever day. Once I went home by 
subway in my filthy outfit, and I was 
even questioned by a policeman in the 
train.” 

Cameraman Li Bingqiang 

describes Liu as being like an old 
brother to the crew: “He treated us 
like his brothers and sisters during the 
shooting and in real life.” Liu maintains 
a silent smile while listening to his 
crew’s comments. “It is I who should 
be happy to have all of them as my 
friends,” he adds. 

“I can always find beauty in the 
details of everyday life” 

After attending the Berlin 
International Film Festival in 
February, Liu returned to his seven 
square meter basement apartment to 
start writing the script for his next 
film. Winning the prestigious award 
seems to have had little effect on his 
life. “I enjoy this kind of simple life 
style,” he says. 

Liu has been living in the small 
basement apartment for quite a long 
time. According to him, “There are 
many interesting people living here. 
Most of them are poor and work really 
hard, but that doesn’t keep them from 
expressing love and finding romance.” 

The fact that he seems to have 
in no way lost his eye for easily 




1. Liu attended the 2002 Berlin International Film Festival earlier this year. 

2. The reunion of Liu and his film crew at the Box Cafe. 

3. Liu is fond of wandering around Beijing’s streets on his old bike. 

4. This tiny basement apartment has been Liu’s home for years. 

5. Liu talks with a restaurant worker who is slated to play the main role in his next film. 
6,7. Scenes from Chen Mo and Meiting 

Photos by Zhuang Jian 



overlooked details shows the award has 
not gone to Liu’s head. “My neighbor 
is a poor, middle-aged woman from the 
countryside. Several days ago, I started 
to notice there was always a small 
washbasin filled with water and a pack of 
milk outside her door. Later I discovered 
it was a way for her to give her daughter 
cold milk to drink during the summer 
because she doesn’t have a refrigerator,” 
he recalls. 

Every day, outside of working on 
his script, he rides his shabby bicycle 
around the city’s streets, watching 
ordinary people and their ordinary 
lives. “I have made friends with many 
people I have met while biking around, 
including a shoemaker, a rickshaw man 
and a newspaper seller,” he said with 
clear pride. “I love to greet them and 
chat with them. What’s funny is that 
none of them know what I do, they just 
think I’m some unemployed guy.” 

Liu has also become very well 
acquainted with a small restaurant 
near his home. When he goes there, 
which is often, eating is secondary 
to chatting with the cooks and wait 
staff. “They are all from Sichuan 
province, and they love to talk with me 
about happy things and problems in 
their lives.” His conversations with the 
restaurant’s employees have provided 
material for the script of his next film, 

It Is Snowing. 

“Film is created by details, and I 
can always find beauty in the details of 
everyday life,” he says. 

Hard work and sacrifice pay off 

Six years ago, at the age of 27, Liu 
made the momentous decision to start 
making films. His decision was based 
on his work and his love of movies. 

At the time, he had been working 
as a reporter at the Shanghai Labor 
Protection Newspaper for several years, 
covering stories about workplace 
accidents and deaths. His direct view of 
tragedy inspired him to study life more 
carefully and ended up giving him a 
new angle on and appreciation of his 
own existence. 

To wind down after work, he often 
went to an art-house cinema near his 
office. In film, he found an expression 
of the ideas that were milling around 
in his head. Inspired, he quit his job 
and jumped on a train, headed for the 
Beijing Film Academy. 

Chen Mo and Meiting , Liu’s 
directorial debut, was completed last 
year. He invested all of his savings in 
the production, and borrowed heavily 
from a friend. When shooting was 
over, he found he had no more money 
to finish postproduction of the film. 
During that time, he avoided his crew. 

“I was ashamed to see them, since the 
film had not been finished,” Liu recalls. 
He saved up money by selling wall 
calendars, finally getting up enough 
cash to finance the postproduction. The 
entire process of beginning the shooting 
to the completion of the film ended 
up taking two years. “Many of my 
friends said I was taking too big a risk 
investing all my money in the film, but 
for me, it was definitely worth it,” he 
says. 


Biography: Liu Hao was born in Shanghai in 
1969. He worked as a reporter at Shanghai Labor 
Protection Newspaper and Hong Kong’s Reform 
magazine. In 1995, his music video Drunk Concu- 
bine won an award at the first Shanghai Local Op- 
era Music Video Competition. In 1999, he graduated 
in directing from the Beijing Film Academy. Chen 
®| Mo and Meiting is his directorial debut. 
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The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

IMiM^:6:00 - 8:30, 
30 7l/^,400 Tt/^,1000 7l/^Jt 0 
&$t#:68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides tun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
111 n11 lining Daxue stop. 

MfMB 9:00-20 : 00(M7N,Bmi) ftMMS 9. 00-21 i00O!*« 

3 200 m 

JMSteiS: 68713790 68713791 68498613 #1=68713790 
i$^=gi(104U05,205U06).320 gi804^,302MffiiT$;81l4|6gU^T$ 
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Langfang Toutiao, circa 1910. 


By Zhao Pu 

D ashila( fl), the 500-year- 
old shopping district south 
of Tian’anmen Square is 
to be spruced up. Tenders are 
to be called for designs for the 
project this month, according to 
sources from the Xuanwu District 
government. 

The ancient shopping street, 
traditionally one of the city’s 
three main commercial centers, 
is famous for its “old brand 
shops,” attracting tourists from 
all over the country and around 
the world. 

It has seen many ups and 
downs over the past half mil- 
lennium, surviving natural di- 
sasters and plundering invaders. 
Prospering for some 40 years af- 
ter the founding of New China in 
1949, the street fell into decline 
in the 1990s, failing to keep up 
with the growing and moderniz- 
ing market. 

Rebuilding the old-brand 
street 

What shape the restoration 
will take is still undecided, but 
preservation of the old shopping 
street is the key task, say sourc- 
es from the district government. 

Specialist on the history and 
culture of Dashila, and deputy di- 
rector of Xuanwu District Cultur- 
al Academy Li Jinlong believes 
the shopping street should be re- 
built into an old-brand street. 
“The key attraction of this street 
is its old brands. These golden 
names should be better preserved 
here,” says Li. 

“Dashila should maintain its 
idiosyncratic appeal, rather than 
be pulled into the market compe- 
tition,” he adds, suggesting that 
the newer shops selling low-qual- 
ity products should be removed 
to make space for more old-brand 
shops. 

“Beijing should have such an 
old shopping street, like Guan- 
qian Street in Suzhou, Hefang 
Street in Hangzhou, and Chen- 
ghuangmiao in Shanghai. These 
old markets and bazaars are the 


Old Comics 
Boom 


in Market 
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TEL: 68997124 68311626 


pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


Qianshi Hutong is the narrowest hutong in Beijing. 


By Zhao Pu 

Six thousand yuan for 
a series of old comics! 

It may sound exorbitant, 
but at a corner of the 
Yimeijia Coin and Stamp 
Market near Yuetan, 
collectors and 
enthusiasts exchange old 
comics for sometimes 
extraordinary prices. 

At one stand there 
are a total of 600 comic 
books for sale, including 
Chinese and western 
stories and fairy tales 
such as Romance of the 
Three Kingdoms , 
Chronicle of the West 
Wing , and La Traviata. 
Most cost one to five 
yuan each. 

Generally speaking, 
the price of a set of 
old comics is decided by 
two major factors — its 
condition and its age. The 
most frequently seen old 
series are works from 
the 1970s and 1980s. 
These kinds generally 
cost several yuan each. 
Works pre-dating the 
1960s are keenly sought 
after, due to their 
scarcity. Comics of 
Romance of the Three 
Kingdoms printed in the 
1950s cost 100 yuan for 
each little book, or 6,200 
yuan for the full set of 62. 

Comic books became 
widely popular in China 
in the 1970s, not only 
with children, but also 
among many adults. 
Though Japanese comics 
have gradually come to 
dominate the market, 
many people still hunt 
for the old Chinese 
comics as a connection 
with their childhood. 


Comic hooks on sale at a 
bookstore. 

Photo by Zhuang Jian 


just 40 centimeters. The smallest 
siheyuan, or courtyard house, once 
a silver workshop, can be found 
here, and Yipinxiang, the city’s first 
bathhouse, was located here. 

There used to be five opera 
houses along the street, enter- 
taining royalty and the rich and 
famous; but only one of them — 
Guangdeyuan Opera House re- 
mains standing today. Daguan- 
lou Cinema at the north end of 
Dashila, established in 1913, was 
the first cinema in Beijing. 

The shopping street was also 
a site for the Lantern Festival 
celebration during the Qing Dy- 
nasty. On the evening of Lantern 
Festival, which falls on the 15th 
day of the first lunar month, 
all the shops in Dashila would 
hang lanterns from their gates 
and people would crowd onto the 
street to celebrate the festival 
and set off fireworks. 

Decline in a new era 

After 1949, Dashila Street saw 
a new era of prosperity. Alongside 
the old brands, new shops were 
established to cater to changing 
demands. In 1956, the Qianmen 
Women’s Clothing Store opened 
at the suggestion of Premier Zhou 
Enlai. The Qianmen Children’s 
Store opened soon after. 

Food shops, bicycle stores, elec- 
tric appliance stores and hotels ap- 
peared in the following years, and 
in 1980, renovations were made 
to the shopping street and it was 
transformed into a walking street. 

As a combination of old brands 
and newer shops, Dashila, pros- 
pered until the early 1990s. Most 
Beijingers over the age of 20 
have memories of shopping at 
Dashila before the 1990s, howev- 
er in the relentless market com- 
petition fostered by the reform 
and opening up policy, Dashila 
has lost its place as the city’s 
premier shopping street. 

Today’s Dashila draws most- 
ly tourists with its history and 
old brands, but local people sel- 
dom shop at this once prosper- 
ous market. 


Dashila these days is a mix of famous old 

cultural pearls of cities.” 

Centuries’ old shopping 
street 

Dashila dates back to the ear- 
ly Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), 
when four alleys, consisting of 
residences and shops, were built 
to the southwest of Qianmen 
Gate. During the Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1911), the area became a 
commercial zone. For security, 
fences were erected at the en- 
trances and exits to these lanes, 
remaining in place until the 
1930s. The area thus came to 
be known as Dashila, literally 
meaning “big fences.” 

According to a record from 
the late Qing Dynasty, there 
were some 80 old shops along 
the 370-meter-long street at that 
time. Among the best known 
of these are Tong Ren Tang 
Drugstore, which has manufac- 
tured pills, powders and oint- 
ments since 1669; Juyuan Hat 
Shop, now called Dongsheng Hat 
Shop, opened in 1811 specializ- 


brands and newer, utilitarian shops. 

ing in officials hats and satin 
boots for the nobles; and Ruifux- 
iang Satin, Silk and Fur Shop, 
which opened in 1893. 

During the reign of Emperor 
Guangxu (1875-1908), Empress 
Dowager Cixi ordered Tong Ren 
Tang to produce all the medi- 
cines used by the imperial court. 
Throughout the Qing Dynasty, 
Neiliansheng Shoemaker kept 
careful records of boot sizes and 
preferred styles of all the military 
and civil officials who shopped 
there. When an official wished 
to have a pair of boots made, he 
only had to send a note to the 
shop and a set of perfectly fit- 
ting footwear would be made to 
order. 

In 1900, a fire that started in 
a drugstore destroyed the street. 
Twelve years later, it was plun- 
dered by the warlord, Cao Kun’s 
army. Though most of the shops 
later resumed business, the glory 
days of the street did not return 
until its restoration after 1949. 


Photos by Zhuang Jian 

A place rich with cultural 
flavor 

As one of the few remaining ves- 
tiges of old Beijing, Dashila is an 
area of significant cultural value. 

As well as shops, there were 
also a variety of entertainment 
venues, including teahouses, op- 
era houses, bathhouses, and 
brothels. Temples, former resi- 
dences of celebrities and other 
places of historical interest still 
survive around the area. 

According to research by the 
cultural relics department of the 
local government, 120 historical 
sites in and around Dashila repre- 
sent every architectural structural 
type that can be seen in the cap- 
ital. Nearby Dashila, there used 
to be two small alleys where jade 
and silver was sold. The one selling 
jade, called Langfang Ertiao, is the 
only remaining hutong in Beijing 
paved with flagstones. 

Qianshi Hutong, to the north- 
east of Dashila, is the narrowest 
hutong in Beijing, with a width of 
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By Zhu Lin 

A rt lovers and artists 
are there in force, of 
course, but it is chil- 
dren that dominate the Sal- 
vador Dali exhibition at 
Beijing’s China Millennium 
Monument Art Gallery, at 
least, on weekends. 

“I’ve never seen this in 
the art galleries of any other 
country,” said Lydie Attia, 
sales director of the Salvador 
Dali Fine Art Gallery in 
Beijing, a shop selling Dali 
replicas and souvenirs that 
is accompanying the exhibi- 
tion on its China tour. The 
conduct of the children visit- 
ing the Dali show seems close- 
ly linked to the appreciation 
level and tradition of valuing 
art of Chinese people. 

Artistic environment 
destroyed 

The Salvador Dali Interac- 
tive Collection opened 
in Beijing on July 15. 

Since then, especially on 
weekends, groups of par- 
ents with children in 
tow have descended on 
the gallery in droves. Most of 
these children have been learn- 
ing drawing at their kindergar- 
ten or preliminary school. They 
sit on the floor or on small 
chairs brought by their parents, 
and practice by copying Dali 
sculptures and paintings. 

The parents see 
it as good way of 
developing children’s 
drawing skills, but 
the problem is, most 
of these children see 
little difference be- 
tween an art gallery 
and a playground. 

The atmosphere of 
the gallery is com- 
pletely destroyed for 
those who simply 
want to contemplate the art- 
works. 

Last Saturday, a three-year- 
old boy urinated on the floor. 
With the constant ringing of 
mobile phones, and outraged 
parents quarrelling with the 
gallery staff when they have 
the temerity to stop their chil- 
dren from touching the sculp- 
tures, there is little hope of 
quiet enjoyment of the exhibi- 
tion for art lovers. 

“They run around. They 
touch and even beat the sculp- 
tures for fun. They drink and 
eat...” said Qiao Luqiang, sales 
manager of the Salvador Dali 
Fine Art Gallery. “The art gal- 
lery becomes a supermarket 
where it seems to me full of 
tomatoes and potatoes!” 
Clearly not children’s stuff 
Dalfs surrealistic fantasies 
are difficult even for the adults 
to understand, let alone the 
kids. Copying Unicorn, one of 


Dali’s most famous sculptures, 
symbolizing a man’s sexual 
conquest of a woman, five-year- 
old Qing Ziping was confused. 
Looking at the falling blood 
and the naked woman under 
the unicorn’s hoof, Qing said 
“What does that mean, mom?” 
His mother, a doctor, did not 
know how to explain the imag- 
ery to him. 

But many parents do not 
care if their children can com- 
prehend the work or not. “Of 
course my son doesn’t under- 
stand what he’s drawing,” said 
Tong Liguo, six-year-old Tong 
Jizhou’s father, “I just let him 
copy the lines for practicing 
basic skill.” There were three 
finished copies in Jizou’s draw- 
ing book, and he was already 
tired. He was an obedient 
child, and did not ask ques- 
tions like Qing Ziping. When 
asked what he was drawing, 


“I’m very impressed by the 
parents’ enthusiasm to educate 
their children, but actually 
masters like Dali are not suit- 
able for small children to copy,” 
said Zhang Guilin, associ- 
ate professor from the 
Central Academy of 
Fine Arts. 

Due to a lack 
of artistic educa- 
tion, most of the 
parents have little 
knowledge and 
comprehen- 


sion of Dalfs surrealistic style 
and wild fantasy. But they are 
eager to let their children im- 
prove their drawing skill, so 
they just tell them to copy. 
“The parents should lead 
the children to creative 
thinking, observing and 
feeling, instead of just 
letting them copy 
the artworks,” 


Checking Out Dali 



lack ol Tradition 
of Valuing Art 



Children copying Dali’s works 



Photos by Lily / Lu Yanxia 


he simply shook his head. 

Lack of artistic tradition 

“Many people don’t know 
how to behave in an art gal- 
lery,” said Qiao Luqiang, “And 
basically that’s due to the 
lack of artistic tradition.” Some 
of the parents do not carry 
the consciousness in 
mind that a gallery 
is a place to appreci- 
ate art. So they do 
not care if their chil- 
dren’s behavior dis- 
turbs the artistic 
environment or not. 

And more 
importantly, they 
miss the oppor- 
tunity to nurture 
their children’s ar- 
tistic appreciation. 


said Peng De, an 
art critic. “The chil- 
dren’s individuality 
will decrease in copy- 
ing works like this. 
They keep copying, 
not knowing why. It’s 
destructive of their 
artistic sensitivity.” 

It is the same 

with fostering art appreciation. 
When the children make noise 
or touch the sculptures, the 
parents rarely tell them to 
stop. In this way, they are 
not taught what is right or 
wrong, so they continue to be- 
have in that way. 

“In western countries, the 
galleries and museums have 
the age limit for audiences. The 


parents don’t bring such small 
children to an art gallery,” Attia 
added, “And the parents will 
hire a baby sitter to take care 
of the child, and go to watch 
exhibitions by themselves. No 
photo taking, shouting, food, 
drinking or telephone ringing 
is allowed,” she insisted. At the 
same time, museums organize 
special days for children. 

Meanwhile schools provide 
a solid art education, and 
the children get an interactive 
education from the society 
around them. There is a well- 
established tradition of appre- 
ciating art, which is still at a 
starting point in China. 

Social attention to valuing 
art needed 

Chinese people’s apprecia- 
tion for classical music has 
developed significantly during 
the past decade, but fine art 
has been left behind. High- 
standard art exhibitions are by 
no means new, but few have 
contributed to telling the pub- 
lic how to appreciate art. 

Masters of classical music 
like Li Delun and Zheng 
Xiaoying have contributed 
greatly to raising the level of 
appreciation for music, giving 
free lectures and transform- 
ing the spirit of music into 
simple language that every- 
body can understand. At the 
same time, 
professors such as 
Zhou Guangren of 
the China Central 
Conservatory have 
made efforts to pro- 
mote the quality 
and quantity of 
classical music con- 
certs and activities 
in China. At con- 
certs to introduce 
classical music to 
the public, they ex- 
plain the nuance of appreciat- 
ing music to the audiences. A 
new group of classical music 
fans have grown up under 
their dedicated teaching. 

“There are few such people 
dedicated to public education 
in the fine arts circle,” said 
Wang Yidong, manager of the 
China Millenium Monument 
Art Gallery. “There really 
needs to be more people de- 
voted to this area, and there 
should be more attention from 
the media and government.” 
Early this year, an exhibi- 
tion of Picasso prints was held 
in Beijing. Now Dalfs works 
will be on show till October 15. 
Chinese people have more and 
more chances to see exhibitions 
of works by international mas- 
ters. But if the public’s 
ability to value art does 
not improve, both the ar- 
tistic and commercial value 
of the exhibitions will be lost. 


Dissecting Personal 
Relationships with 
a Brush 

By Yi He 

Sun Huili’s paintings reflect 
contemporary people’s complex 
and subtle personal relationships, 
although she wishes it to be sim- 
pler. “I cannot help sighing when 
painting these works, that I my- 
self am also one of these people,” 
she said at the opening of the ex- 
hibition of her works at the New 
Millennium Art Center. 

It is the second time for Sun, a 
graduate of the Central Academy 
of Fine Arts, to hold a solo exhi- 
bition. She says whatever people 
do, the innermost goal is for their 
own interests. 

In her watercolor Seek, a black 
cat and a fish linger besides a hu- 
man figure. “Personal relation- 
ships are like those between a 
cat and a fish,” says Sun, “You 
might be the pair having noth- 
ing to do with each other. But 
at a certain moment, you will ei- 
ther attack or be attacked, like 
the cat and the fish.” 

As to her own character, Sun 
says she prefers a simpler re- 
lationship with other people 
around her. “But I see the reality, 
and cannot escape from the cat- 
and-fish relationship.” 

Another work, Flowers in the 
Mirror, also reveals this contra- 
diction. In the painting, a woman 
looks at her image in the mirror. 
According to Sun, people’s inter- 
est in themselves is much bigger 
than that in other people. But 
self-discovery cannot be more ob- 
jective than other people’s view. 

“People’s innermost compas- 
sion is directed towards them- 
selves,” she says, “That sounds 
selfish, but it’s the truth. Some- 
times I’m even sorry that I’m one 
of the selfish ones.” 

Where: the New Millennium 
Art Center (2F Diyang Tower, Xin 
2, Dongsanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. 

When: August 3 to 17 
Open: 9 am - 7 pm Tuesday to 
Sunday (closed Monday) 

Tel: 8453 6193 



Seek by Sun Huili 
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BeiJing Jia Yu Hua Decoration Co. , Ltd . 

JUU4H806* 

t# : 010-84552536 64678822-1861 

Add:Room 1806,8F,Guangming Plaza, Liangmaqiao Road, 
Chaoyang, Beijing, China 
Tel:(010)8455 2536(iWif£) 64678822-1861 




Efficient service team 
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Copperfield’s 

Audience 

Spellbound 

By Zhang Ran 

David Copperfield has come and gone on a whirl- 
wind, six-day, eight-performance visit to the capital 
following sell out shows in Shanghai, Guangzhou 
and Shenzhen. 

Judging by their response, the 8,000 fans who 
filled the Capital Stadium to see the magician last 
Wednesday felt the 300 yuan and upward tickets 
were worth every fen. 



The star made his entry on a motorcycle, and while 
there was little new in his act, Copperfield still man- 
aged to impress with his highly polished routine. 

The last trick, and one of the highlights of the 
show, was to make 13 people randomly selected 
from the audience vanish from the stage simultane- 
ously. 

“This is a very difficult task and took many years 
to perfect without bringing harm to the participants,” 
Copperfield told the audience. 

On Sunday, he held a book signing for The Tale of 
the Impossible, a collection of short stories including 
his own story Snow at the Capital Stadium. 


Pop Queen Delights 
Hometown Fans 

By Zhang Ran 

Pop star Na Ying returned to her 
hometown for a concert last Friday at 
the Wulihe Gymnasium in Shenyang, 
Liaoning Province. 

The angelic-voiced singer had the au- 
dience in the palm of her hand even be- 
fore she had opened her mouth, floating 
down to the stage in a heavenly white 
dress complete with two big wings. 

The singer of Yi Xiao Er Guo and 
Zheng Fu delighted the audience with 
her impeccably choreographed dance 
steps. 

Friend and fellow pop star Sun Nan 
also appeared during the concert for a 
duet with Na. 

Couples Get Together for TV Productions 

By Zhang Ran 

Show-biz couples are lining up to make their own “joint venture” pro- 
grams, following the successful example of the husband-and-wife team 
Zhang Guoli and Deng Jie with their Qing Dynasty emperor series. 

Gu Yue, best known for his portrayals of Mao Zedong, is planning a col- 
laboration with his wife Zhang Yan. “We have been dreaming of co-starring 
on the screen, and are now writing the 20 parts TV series Mao Zedong and 
Song Qingling , to mark the 110th anniversary of the birth of the two great 
leaders next year. Gu will act Mao and I will act Song,” Zhang said. 

Not to be out done, Tang Guoqiang, who played Emperor Yongzheng in 
Yongzheng Empire , is to host a documentary Never to Compromise , which 
will be produced by his wife Zhuang Li. 

Cinema-goers Flock to Midnight Screening 

By Zhang Ran 

A midnight premiere at 26 cin- 
emas around China netted 300,000 
yuan for new action film The Touch , 
starring former Bond girl Michelle 
Yeoh last week. 

The midnight launch, aimed at 
minimizing the effects of DVD pira- 
cy, proved a big hit with audiences 
cramming into cinemas to see the 
movie, which was also Yeoh’s produc- 
ing debut. 

Tickets to the Beijing screening 
quickly sold out, and an argument 
developed between two fans over the 
last remaining one at Xindongan 
Cinema. Dozens of extra seats had to 
brought in. 

A popular marketing tool abroad, 
this was the first midnight premiere 
for cinemas in China. 

Vice manager of Beijing Bona Cul- 
ture Communication Yu Dong, in 
charge of distribution for the movie 
in China’s mainland, said, u The Touch 
is the first try since the movie distri- 
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Michelle Yeoh in The Touch; 


bution system reform. Each cinema 
chain selects one venue to show the 
movie at the same time all over the 
country, making the so-called ‘mid- 
night mission’ against piracy.” 

The Touch , directed by Oscar win- 
ner Peter Pau and starring Yeoh and 
Hollywood hunk Ben Chaplin, mixes 
action, martial arts, romance and 
thriller genres in a tale about a fam- 
ily of acrobats and their search for a 
mystical Buddhist artifact. Audienc- 
es kept their seats until the end of 
the final credits and applauded loud- 
ly. The film has already won critical 
acclaim and is expected to be one of 
this summer’s biggest hits. 




WORLDWIDE 



Michael Jackson Faces 
Cash Crunch 

L ife is getting rough for 
would-be King of Pop Mi- 
chael Jackson. His tirade 
in July about mistreatment by 
Sony Music Entertainment and 
its chief Thomas Mottola, has 
more to do with his own ailing fi- 
nances and career slump. 

Jackson, 43, has earned half 
a billion dollars over his career, 
Forbes magazine estimates. 

The bizarre star is in debt for 
about $200 million he has bor- 
rowed to maintain his preference 
for $10,000-a-night hotel suites 
at the Four Seasons, his $50 mil- 
lion Neverland ranch and assort- 
ed perks. 

Jackson needed a big hit with 
his latest album, Invincible. But 
in eight months it has sold just 6 
million copies worldwide, a poor 
return for the $25 million he 
spent to produce it (on top of So- 
ny’s $5 million). (Forbes) 

Ed Star Arrested on Crack 
Charge 

J osh Randall, who plays Dr. 
Mike Burton on the NBC 
show Ed, has been charged 
with smoking crack cocaine in a 
Brooklyn park. 

Police say Randall, a 30-year- 
old Manhattan resident, was 
smoking crack with a homeless 
man in the Commodore John 
Barry Park near the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard around 8:30 pm on 
July 31. 

Randall and the 40-year-old 
homeless man have been charged 
with criminal possession of a con- 
trolled substance. 

Calls to Randall’s manager, 
agent, and a spokesman for Ed 
were not immediately returned. 

(Associated Press) 


A Sixth Sense for Fear 

W ith the success of The 
Sixth Sense, M. Night 
Shyamalan joined the 
ranks of Hollywood’s hottest di- 
rectors. Now, he’s back with a 
new supernatural thriller. 

In Signs, opening on August 2, 
Mel Gibson plays a disillusioned 
minister who suddenly finds crop 
circles — a signal to many that 
space aliens are about to threat- 
en humanity. 

But Signs is much more than 
an update of HG Well’s War of the 
Worlds, just as Shyamalan’s The 
Sixth Sense is much more than a 
ghost story. He is a gifted story- 
teller who creates layered char- 
acters and piercing dialogue. 

(ABC News) 



Revellers at this year’s Mardi Gras 

Sydney Mardi Gras Calls in 
Administrators 

T he group behind Sydney’s 
annual Gay and Lesbian 
Mardi Gras has gone into 
voluntary administration after 
failing to find a last minute back- 
er to pull it out from a mountain 
of debt. 

Now in its 26th year, the Syd- 
ney Mardi Gras is billed as the 
biggest gay pride event in the 
southern hemisphere. 

This year, however, the event 
was hit by the global travel slump 
following the September 11 ter- 
rorist attacks. Lack of sponsors 
has added to the financial bur- 
den, as has the rising cost of li- 
ability insurance. 

Earlier last week a mystery do- 
nor who had been promising an 
AU $400,000 cash injection pulled 
out of talks leaving organizers 
with no alternative but to call in 
administrators, the final step be- 
fore receivership. (CNN News) 

(Edited by Zhang Ran) 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 
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WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 



iWB> (Hotels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

-University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume: 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present: 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 


CHINA LJFE TOWER 

IUMML : 

Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: I , 

Beijing Zhong Bat, | 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 
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Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

* Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 
l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RMB 3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/ day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right).It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


SCITECH H OTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON UNE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD 1 38+1 5%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail:sthotel@w.com.cn 





OToSouth of LanDao building,it'snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank,Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


EONGTAN APARTMENTS 
ffom$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TVJDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services !Receptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs,and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD 90 o.oo- 22 ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: ioo%:De P artment 95 . 7 % 

Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management F ees : PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation, Eleva- 
tors, Elevators,Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Ar03: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASkiliy rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacit^ 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney, BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 

work 

Tel:85275696-608 
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64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser :Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 >real estate business that buy , rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 , foreign cases , maritime , finance , bond , important and difficult affiairs; 

3 , debt, economy contracts foreign marriage cases , criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises , providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languageSo 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail:jt@venus-law.com 
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Wheelbarrow table 


Sculpture house 


Bring a Ball 
of String 


By Salinda 

T his labyrinthine location 
is a completely wooden 
world. Returning from the 
toilet, guests often have to ask 
their way back. The winding 
silkworm passages lead to a 
teahouse where lotus flowers 
adorn the entrance. 

Push open its wooden door 
and take the wooden stairs to 
the basement. Wooden lamps 
light the passage. 

The teahouse has four inde- 
pendent-functioning open rooms. 
In each corner, there are sculp- 
tures and oddities, each bizarre 
artistic handicrafts — a table 
made from wheelbarrow, an en- 
graved lamp; liquor bottles set 
in holes that have been cut into 
a standing round wooden sculp- 
ture. 

“With my work, the wood 
doesn’t need to be designed, but 
the design depends on the wood,” 
says Chen Zhengbin, manager 


and designer of the Mu Dang 
Zhen Teahouse fjfc). 

Chen suggests guests sip tea 
in his workshop and eat dinner 
in the sculpture house. 

“As each piece of wood has its 
own personal character, relative- 
ly speaking, each of my works 
has its own soul.” 

Chen says his teahouse is the 
first of its kind in Beijing. 

“It is dedicated to exhibiting 
my work while guests enjoy their 
space. In a modern city, prim- 
itive handicrafts look a little 
odd.” 

Most of the wood comes from 
a 50-year-old pear tree he got 
from a village. The 300-square- 
meter house has 50 seats. 

Tips: The mutton soup hot- 
pot is worth a try. Average price: 
15-100 yuan. 

Where: Bl, 319, Xiyuan in 
Wangjingxincheng, Chaoyang 
District. Open: llam-2pm. Tel: 
6474 0362. 






Shop Sells Story of Silk 


By Salinda 

P ictures on the wall along the passage ex- 
hibit the origins of silk from spinning 
wheels to weaving machines and looms. 
This is no ordinary basement shop. Ji- 
angnan Silk Shop acts as a mini-museum 
exhibiting the origins, development and 
technological processing of silk. 

Manager Ji Arong from Suzhou acts as 
a tourist guide for the interview. At the en- 
trance are silkworms. “From silk egg to co- 
coon will experience five instars about seven 
weeks, ” Ji says. 


“Then, we can draw silk from the cocoon” 
Ji points an embroidered dog. “A good prod- 
uct depends on the dog’s eyes and tongue 
being true to life. 

“Its three-dimensional effect comes from 
the embroidery’s character. Almost any pat- 
tern or image can be produced with the 
skillful use of a needle. 

The basement is arranged like a tradi- 
tional street in Suzhou with gray roofs and 
white walls. Carpets, clothes, embroidery, 
cloths and quilts are on sale. 

“Each fabric has its own characteristics. 


Photos by Li Shuzhuan 


Silk is so thin and ventilative that it is suit- 
ed to clothes and quilts. Satin feels smooth 
and is fit for daily use. Brocade has bright 
colors proper for cheongsams.” 

Four workers demonstrate the making of 
a silk quilt. A silk quilt weighing 1.5 kilos 
needs 6,000-7,000 double-cocoons. 

Jin says all his products come from a fac- 
tory in Suzhou. 

Where: the east side in the north gate of 
the Worker’s Stadium, Chaoyang District. 

Open: 8:30am-6: 30pm. 

Tel: 6592 6902. 
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Artist Resolves to 
Revive Lost Glory 

By Li Dan 

M ost Chinese have never 
heard of it. 

Yet Changsha 

ceramics is one of four ancient 
kilns that exported abroad 
during the Tang Dynasty 
(618-907) — alongside 
Jindezhen in Jiangxi, Quyang 
in Hebei (Dingyao) and Linru 
in Henan (Ruyao). 

Asleep more than 1,000 
years, the Changsha ceramic 
(Changshayao, kiln 

was unearthed in Shizhuhu 
(>£ I), a village in the 

Changsha municipality of 
Hunan in 1952. 

Opened on August 1 Yi Fan 
Ge (1£/L)£i) gathers ceramics 
from Changsha made by 
47-year-old ceramic artist Mao 
Jianxin, president of Hunan 
Ceramic Art Association. 

There are more than 100 
famous kilns in Chinese 
ceramic history. Changshayao 
is one of the oldest, dating 
from the early Tang. During 
the Tang Dynasty hundreds of 
kilns appeared in Changsha, all 
on a grand scale. Most ceramics 
were exported to Japan, East 
Asia and Europe. 

Changsha was known for 
its short-bodied, sharp-spouted 
and straight, long-necked 
ceramics. 

It reflected refinement and 
magnanimity, the symbol of 
a flourishing age, says Mao 
Jianxin. But at the end of 
the dynasty, the Yangtze River 
flooded and submerged all the 
kilns and thousands of finished 
articles of pottery. 

This ancient earthenware 
inspires Mao. He enjoys his 
Hunan inheritance and 
combines it with his personal 
design. 

“Ancient Changshayao’s 
prosperity is passed. I hope my 
new Changshayao ceramics will 
open a great page again,” says 
Mao. 

Mao spends most of time 
in his studio in a village 
near Changsha. His works are 
transported by air to Beijing 
each week. 

Where: Yi Fan Ge, 8 
Jianneidajie, C 203, 2nd floor 
of COFCO Plaza, Chaoyang 
District. 

Price: ceramic works at 
20-30 yuan, pots at 800-3,000 
yuan. 

Open: 9am-9pm. 

Tel: 8511 5018. 


Faces by Mao Jianx- 
in contains contradic- 
tory expressions 



Pottery fish, the logo 
ofYi Fan Ge 



A pot in traditional 
Changshayao style 

Photos by Li Shuzhuan 


What’s your favorite shop, stand, bar or restaurant? We will be very 
happy to share your experience with all our readers and, a mystery gift 
is waiting for you if we print your story. Please contact us at 6590-2524. 
E-mail: shopping@ynet.com. 
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dvertising agent service 
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usiness service 


orporation identity 
design service 
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HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 


TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3601205460 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 
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BUSINESS AGENT 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


lSSj BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 

HI 

TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 

m±: ft 2 is* Jin 6 m 

16th Floor Yue tan Tower No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
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Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibi- 
tion, design & produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint 
venture and cooperation. 

Aim 

♦introducing advantage experiences and technologies 
from design and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦Introducing trademark, administration and marketing 
promotion 

from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 

Tel: 13701378266 


mvmmm&gro 

The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

unlit: ii*itni6LX=mn i i 107-109 m 

RM107-109, NO.7, XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU,HAIDI AN, BEIJING. 
68313388 $157107-57109 88371521 tfK:68342761 ®^A:iil 


pi BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 

RE-^EDIA 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
I ★ Buying Representative 

\ Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 
j FAX:88552079 

| MOBILE: 13601226884 

1 E-mail: pieere@sina.com 
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it'll l^ttSSS 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:010-66050344/66050391 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, chin 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 01 0-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 
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Business District Draws Domestic, 
International Players 


By Wang Dandan 

E xperts from China and 
other countries will be in- 
vited to discuss the de- 
velopment of CBDs in the 21st 
century during a seminar from 
September 12 to 13 at Beijing 
Kerry Center. 

Hoping to draw on other coun- 
tries’ successful experiences in 
constructing and developing their 
own central business districts, the 
Beijing Chaoyang Government, 
Beijing CBD Administration Com- 
mittee, State Committee of Statis- 


tics, State Ministry of Construction, 
State Ministry of Foreign Trade, 
Chinese Academy of Social Sci- 
ences, Qinghua University and 
Renmin University will held the 
“Seminar on CBD’s Development”. 

The event should also strength- 
en communication between Beijing 
and the rest of world in terms 
of design, planning, development, 
construction and materials relat- 
ed to the city’s CBD. 

According to the recent statis- 
tics from Beijing CBD Adminis- 
tration Committee, construction 


design companies and real es- 
tate developers from China and 
abroad have set up shop in the 
capital’s Central Business Dis- 
trict (CBD) since the municipal 
government published the plans 
for the area at the First and Sec- 
ond Beijing Chaoyang Interna- 
tional Business Conferences held 
in 2000 and 2001. 

To date, around 2,075 enterpris- 
es have opened their doors in the 
CBD, 1,460 of which are domestic 
companies and 615 are foreign. 
Over 96 percent of available office 


space in the district has already 
been rented at an average rate of 
around $50 per square meter. 

There are 14 real estate proj- 
ects up for construction in the 
CBD, which will have a total area 
of over 3.3 million square meters 
and a combined cost of about 47 
billion yuan. 

Of these projects, seven will 
receive a total of 1.84 million 
yuan in foreign investment, ac- 
counting for 39 percent of total 
investment in the real estate in- 
dustry in the district. 


Rating Rents around the City 


By Wang Dandan 

Beijing’s real estate market is 
marked by the highest rents in 
the entire country. According to 
research done by Beijing Weiye 
Real Estate, monthly rent for for- 
eign-approved apartments comes 
in at an average of around one 
percent of an apartment’s total 
sale price, while rent of common 
apartments are equivalent to 
around 0.5 percent of the apart- 
ments’ sale price. 

Top-level foreign apartment 
buildings, such as Beijing Kerry 
Center, China World Trade Cen- 
ter, Ascott and Donghuan Plaza, 
provide a wide range of housing 
service and their apartments 
have average rents of $20-30 per 
square meter. 

Rujingyuan Building, Qingjing 
Minghu Building and Huihao 
apartment are representative mid- 
level foreign-approved apartment 
complexes, that are well equipped 
and popular due to their foreigner- 
friendly atmospheres. Rent in such 
buildings averages around $15-20 


per square meter. 

Most new foreign-approved 
apartment buildings are located 
in the center of the city and of- 
fer modern decorations and ser- 
vices, with rents of $10-12 per 
square meter. Examples of these 
complexes are SOHO New Town 
and Sun 100. 

Another option open to for- 
eigners in Beijing is apartments 
that are not officially foreign-ap- 
proved but have foreign renting 
certificates. Their total prices are 
much lower than those of official- 
ly foreign-approved apartments, 
leading to far cheaper rent rates 
of $5-8 per square meter. 

Finally, there are common 
apartments, the rents for which 
vary according to their locations 
and communities. However, they 
are normally far less expensive 
than the apartments mentioned 
above because of their inferior fa- 
cilities and property management. 
The average monthly rent for a 
100 square meter common apart- 
ment is about 2,500 - 3,000 yuan. 



SOHO New Town is one of the new foreign- approved complexes to 
have opened downtown. 


Prepare Your Home for a Perfect Showing 


By Michele Glair 

You never get a second chance to make a 
good first impression. 

If you are planning to put your home on 
the real estate market this summer and it 
has the “lived-in” look, or needs a general 
sprucing up, consider a new trend called 
“home staging”. 

Staged homes, those redecorated and de- 
cluttered for a better presentation, general- 
ly sell faster and at higher prices. 

The role of the professional home stager 
is to analyze a home’s decor and make 
changes and updates to help make sure the 
home is sold. 

Home staging starts with clearing clut- 
ter, packing personal items and rearranging 
furniture for a better presentation and can 
include fresh coats of paint, new carpeting 
and landscape changes or additions. 

Since most prospective home-buyers 
make their decisions within five seconds of 
walking through your front door, you want 
to appeal to the widest possible range of 
people previewing your home and encour- 
age buyers to imagine themselves living in 
the house. 

Room editing 

Rooms oftentimes get overcrowded with 
stuff. If you had planned on discarding any 
furnishings before moving, do it before your 
home goes on the market. 

If you simply have too much furniture, 
move it to the basement, garage or put it 
in storage. This will free up the room and 
make it seem more spacious and airy — an 
appealing selling point. 

Furniture arrangement 

As in room editing, well-placed furnish- 
ings can also open up a room. Avoid lining 
furniture along all four walls. Try placing a 
piece or two on an angle. In the living areas, 
include an area for cozy conversation or an 
out-of-the-way corner for reading. 

Clutter elimination 

Since you want potential buyers to be no- 
ticing the house itself, and not your belong- 
ings, this is the perfect time for significant 
collections such as knick-knacks, trophies, 
and overstuffed book cases to be boxed up 
for the move. 

Clear kitchen and bath countertops of 
small appliances, little jars, bottles, and 
tubes of stuff to create a feeling of spacious- 
ness in a room. 



Making scents 

Just like certain smells can trigger mem- 
ories in a person, the scent of your home 
can leave a lasting impression on a poten- 
tial buyer. 

For this reason, avoid cooking smelly 
foods such as fish, liver, garlic, onions, or 
anything fried or spicy before showing your 
home. 

If weather permits, open windows and 
doors to let in some fresh air. During winter 
months, baking a frozen loaf of bread, cook- 
ies, or pie can fill your home with an invit- 
ing fragrance. 

And though you never want to over-per- 
fume your home, you may want to light a 
candle as a quick and aromatic remedy. Stay 
away from sharp floral scents and stick with 
a vanilla or cinnamon fragrance. 

Lighting 

Show your rooms in the best possible 
light... natural! If heavy drapes or curtains 
block the view, leave them open. The same 
goes for any kind of blind. Light makes a 
room seem bright and cheery. 

Clean windows and screens, inside and 
out, to make a big impact on the light com- 
ing into a room. 

If you have a room or two with dark walls 
or no windows, leave a few of the lights on 
at all times during showings. 

If overhead lighting seems too stark, 
try just leaving on a lamp or two for dra- 
ma. 

Material things 

Stained, dingy towels are a no-no for a 
home showing. In the kitchen and bath, con- 
sider setting out guest towels and soaps. 

Inevitably, a visitor or two will be in need 
during the showing. Throw rugs and carpets 
should also be in good condition. 

And if they are not completely necessary, 
they should be removed altogether. Never 
lay a rug over carpeting. 

Tattered or worn bedspreads should be 
removed and beds should always be made. 

Clean 

There is nothing more appealing than a 
clean home. If you are not into cleaning, 
consider hiring a professional. Make a list 
for each room, paying particular attention 
to your homes entry, kitchen, and bath ar- 
eas. 

To he continued next week 

Photos by Michele Glair 


No Taxes Levied on 
Second-hand Homes 

By Wang Dandan 

The Beijing Tax Bureau has published a notice that starting 
August 1, 2002, no property taxes will be levied on individual 
owners of second-hand apartments or developers who sell such 
apartments. 

According to the notice, villas are not included in this tax 
break and villa owners have to pay property taxes in keeping 
with the type of property right certificate they hold. 

All apartment owners who want to sell their properties have 
to first apply to the local government for permission to do so. 


Real Estate Round-up 


By Wang Dandan 

Sales of apartments, mostly 
common apartments, in 20 new 
complexes started in July, reveal- 
ing four new market trends, ac- 
cording to statistics from Beijing 
Weiye Real Estate Consultancy 
Company. The Yindu Building 
and Yingu Building in the 
Zhongguancun area entered the 
market, bolstering the already 
fierce competition in the high- 
tech area. 

Villa complexes become a fo- 
cus of the market, with villas 
in the Xiangshan area gradu- 
ally attracting increasing num- 
bers of developers and buyers. 

Common apartments situat- 
ed outside the Fourth Ring Road 
have mushroomed. Finally, a 
growing number of developers, 
when constructing complexes 
such as Chengpin Garden, are 
trying to portray their projects 
as being ideal for the city’s intel- 
lectual and cultural elite by do- 
ing things like setting up small 
libraries in their sales offices. 

Project: New World Zhengren 
Building 

Location: Chongwai Dajie, 

Chongwen District 
Type: offices 

Price: 11,000 yuan per square 
meter 

Project: Yindu Building 
Location: 36, Xituchenglu, 

Haidian District 
Type: offices 

Price: 12,000 yuan per square 
meter 

Project: Yingu Building 
Location: 10 Zhongguancunlu, 
Haidian District 
Type: offices 

Price: 12,500 yuan per square 
meter 

Project: Guoying Garden 
Location: opposite Beijing Qin- 
gniangong, east of the west 
Second Ring Road, Xicheng Dis- 
trict 

Type: apartments 

Price: 9,300 yuan per square 

meter 

Project: Rose Villas 
Location: Badaling Express- 
way 

Type: villas 

Price: 3,480 yuan per square 
meter 

Project: Saina Villas 
Location: 2 Lishuiqiao Beili, 
Chaoyang District 
Type: villas 

Price: 1.36-3.3 million yuan per 
unit 

Project: Xiangshan Villas 
Location: 88 Xiangshan Nan- 
lu, Haidian District 
Type: villas 

Price: 10,000 yuan per square 
meter 

Project: Yindu Building 
Location: 36, Xituchenglu, 

Haidian District 
Type: foreign-approved apart- 
ments 

Price: 7,200 - 8,000 yuan per 
square meter 

Project: East Scene Garden 
Location: beside Scitech Hotel, 
south of Chang’an Avenue, Jian- 
guomenwai, Chaoyang District 
Type: foreign-approved apart- 
ments 

Price: 12,000 yuan per square 
meter 


Project: Lanjue Garden 
Location: north of Rome Gar- 
den, Huixinxijie, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict 

Type: foreign-approved apart- 
ments 

Price: 8,500 yuan per square 
meter 

Project: Wangzuo Building 
Location: Guanghualu, Chaoy- 
ang District 

Type: foreign-approved apart- 
ments 

Price: $2,200 per square meter 

Project: UHN Garden 
Location: Jing’an Zhuang, Cha- 
oyang District 
Type: top-level apartments 
Price: 7,800 yuan per square 
meter 

Project: Ouyuan Garden 

Location: 18 Nanmaliandao, 

Xuanwu District 

Type: apartments 

Price: 5,600 yuan per square 

meter 

Project: Jinbang Garden 
Location: 300 meters north of 
Xisanqi Huandao, Haidian Dis- 
trict 

Type: apartments 

Price: 4,280 yuan per square 

meter 

Project: Beijing Youth Garden 
Location: North of Beijing Con- 
ference Center, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict 

Type: apartments 

Price: 4,650 yuan per square 

meter 

Project: Huigu Garden 
Location: north of Baoxingyu- 
an, Wangjing, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict 

Type: apartments 

Price: 5,300 yuan per square 

meter 

Project: Gaoyuan Garden 
Location: 13 Jingchang Ex- 
pressway, Changping District 
Type: apartments 
Price: 3,180 yuan per square 
meter 

Project: Baiwang Garden 

Location: Nongdabeijie Nanlu, 

Haidian District 

Type: apartments 

Price: 5,500 yuan per square 

meter 

Project: Qilin Garden 

Location: 1 Xiaojiahe Dongcun, 

Haidian District 

Type: apartments 

Price: 5,600 yuan per square 

meter 

Project: Yangguan Xinganxian 
Garden 

Location: 8 Anyuan, Anhuibei- 

li, Chaoyang District 

Type: apartments 

Price: 6,700 yuan per square 

meter 

Project: Chengping Building 

Location: South east comer 

of Sijiqingqiao, Zizhuyuanlu, 

Haidian District 

Type: apartments 

Price: 7,550 yuan per square 

meter 

Project: Xingguang Garden 
Location: 100 meters south 
of Xihongmenqiao, Daxing Dis- 
trict 

Type: apartments 

Price: 4,650 yuan per square 

meter 


“HOUSING” welcomes your feedback: What kind of difficulties 
do you encounter when looking for housing in Beijing? What kind of 
information do you need? With what can we help you? 

Our email: housing@ynet.com Tel:6590 2522 Fax: 6590 2525 
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Learn to Play Mahjong 

Learn one of the most popular games 
in China and read all the characters on 
the small tiles. 

Where: Beijing Friendship Asso- 
ciation with Foreign Countries, Nan- 
heyan Dajie (west of Wangfujing 
Dajie). When: August 17, 4-7 pm. Ad- 
mission: 25 yuan. Tel: 8851 4913 
(reservation). 

YPHH German Food and Drink 
Night 

Five glasses of German beer (weisse 
and/or bitburger, German BBQ dinner 
buffet, two schnapps, lucky draw and 
other entertainment. 

Where: Schiller’s 2. When: August 
22. Admission: 150 yuan. Reserva- 
tion: www.yphh.com 
Lecture with Projection 

Lecturer: Min Jie, who travelled 
around China from May 2000 and 
walked from Luguhu to Daocheng in 
October 2001. 

Where: Xingshecongcong Bar, oppo- 
site the National Library, bus 320, 732 
to Beitu (National Library). When: Au- 
gust 23, evening. Tel: 6846 3550. 

Visit Beijing Zoo 

Visit it and see how zoo keepers help 
pandas, tigers, hippos, and polar bears 
survive the summer. 

Where: meet at the main entrance 
of Beijing Zoo at 8:50 am. When: Au- 
gust 11, 9-11:30 am. Fee: 30 yuan, 20 
yuan for kids. Tel: 8851 4913. 
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Where: The Loft, 4 Gongtibeilu, 
Chaoyang District (west of the Pacific 
Century Place). When: August 18, 2 pm. 
Admission: 10, 5 yuan students. Tel: 
6506 5592. 

DV Film Ms - Zhao (Zhao Xiao Jie) 

Directed, written and shot by Wang 
Baomin, 92 minutes. This DV film was 
recently screened at the Beijing Broad- 
casting Institute and has been adapted 
according to audience suggestions. A sto- 
ry about a girl living in a closed small 
town, who tries to escape from her ar- 
ranged marriage. Exhibition curator Zhu 
Qi will chair an discussion following the 
screening. 

Where: The Loft. When: August 10, 
7 pm. Admission: 20 yuan, 10 yuan for 
students. Tel: 6506 5592. 
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Four Australian Schools Hold 
Interviews in Beijing 

Organized by IDP Billy Blue Graphic 
Design School, William Blue Interna- 
tional Hotel Management School, White 
House Design Institute and JMC. Repre- 
sentative Graham Pickering will hold in- 
terviews in English for graduates from 
senior high school. Bring graduation cer- 
tificate, school report and IELTS score. 
Where: Room 704, 7F, North Office 
Tower, New World Center, 3 Chongwen- 
men Dajie. When: August 10, 10-12 pm, 
1:30-1:30 pm. Tel: 6708 2538 (Sharon 
Wang) for reservation. 


Xiqu figures series by Ding Liren 

Review - Comprehensive 
Exhibition 

Works by Xiao Feng, Huang Gang, 
Dong Ze, Zhu Xinyi, Zhu Zisu. Featur- 
ing water and ink paintings, oil paint- 
ings, etchings and installation art. 

Xiao Feng’s Light and Shadow se- 
ries, Huang Gang’s lacquer paintings, 
Dong Ze’s water and ink paintings, 
Zhu Xinyi’s installation art. 

Where: Creation Gallery, north exit 
of Ritan Donglu, outside the northeast 
corner of Ritan Park. When: August 
6-23, 10 am - 7 pm. Admission: free. 
Tel: 6506 7570. 

Summer Oil Painting Exhibition 

Works by Liu Chunming, Yang Yang, 
Wang Luxia, Li Li. Where: Qin Gal- 
lery, 1-1-E, Huaweili, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict (north of Beijing Curio City). 
When: August 8-17. Admission: free. 
Tel: 8779 0461. 

Art Exhibition 

Etching works by Liu Chunming, 
Wang Lvxia, Wang Weixin, Lin Tong; 
heavy-colored paintings by Wang Luxia 
combine folk art and modern aethes- 
tic; Li Li’s traditional Chinese realistic 
paintings. 

Where: Qin Gallery, 1-1-E, Huawei- 
li, Chaoyang District (north of Beijing 
Curio City). When: August 8-17. Ad- 
mission: free. Tel: 8779 0461. 


Crying Woman 

Directed by Liu Bingjian, starring 
Liao Qin, Wei Xingkun, 2002. When 
Wang Guixiang’s husband is impris- 
oned, she becomes a professional 
mourner at funerals to make money to 
secure his release. On paying the pris- 
on warden the agreed sum, she is in- 
formed that her husband has been shot 
dead while attempting to escape. The 
director will be on hand for a discus- 
sion with the audience. 



Events held with magnificent background 

Bring the World to Your Door- 
step 

The Hilton Beijing’s convention and 
catering services promise extra care 
and attention. The Hilton Beijing will 
bring the world to special events and 
outdoor events. The team will open the 
doors to events at the Great Wall, the 
Forbidden City or the Summer Palace. 

Where: Hilton Hotel Beijing. Tel: 
6466 2288 ext. 7332. 



Mooncakes at Jingguang Hotel 


Mooncake 

Delivery service to one location will 
be provided for any purchase more 
than 50 boxes (within the Third Ring 
Road). Company name and logo print- 
ed on package box for over 100 boxes, 
order three weeks in advance. 

Where: Jingguang New World Ho- 
tel. Price: 105 yuan per box. When: 
now. Tel: 6597 8888 ext. 2116. 
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Tiger Valley 

Where: Changping County, north of 
Beijing. When: August 10, 8:30 am at 
the Lido outside Starbucks. Return: 
4:30-5 pm. 

Route: Start from one of the Ming 
Tombs (Zhao Ling). The trail is flat to 
the village at the foot of a hill. Follow- 
ing the mountain trail up to the pass 
will take one and a half hours. Email: 
bj hiker s@y aho o .co.uk 




Spring in a Small Town 

Directed by Tian Zhuangzhuang, 
2002. Chinese with English subtitles. 

Where: Dongchuang Cinema, 3 Xin- 
zhongjie, Dongzhimenwai, subway or 
bus 24, 44, 815 to Dongzhimen. When: 
August 8, 8:30 pm. Admission: 30 
yuan. Tel: 6415 7332. 



Left to right, Ewen Bremner, Ewan McGregor and 
Robert Carlyle 

Trainspotting 

Directed by Danny Boyle, 1996. The 
hilarious, occasionally harrowing film 
about “well, you know what it’s about. . .” 
Great soundtrack! 

Where: Space for Imagination Cof- 
fee House, 5 Xiwangzhuang Xiaoqu. 
When: August 10, 7 pm. Admission: 5 
yuan. Tel: 6279 1280. 

100 (Yi Bai Ge) 

Directed by Teng Huatao, 2002. Cher- 
ry Lane Movies present Chinese movies 
with English subtitles at the Hilton Ho- 
tel. A funny and thoughtful portrait of 
two ordinary boys who decide to pay a 
great price in order to achieve a great 
goal. 

Where: outdoor Fountain Terrace, Hil- 
ton Hotel Beijing, 1 Dongfang Lu, Dong- 


sanhuan Beilu. When: August 9, 8:30 pm. 
Admission: 50 yuan. Tel: 6461 5318/9. 
Bichunmu and The Siren 

Where: Press and Culture Dept of the 
Korean Embassy, 38 Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoy- 
ang District. When: August 9, 16, 5 pm. Ad- 
mission: free. Tel: 8453 8112-4. 



The Touch 

Directed by Peter Pau, starring Mi- 
chelle Yeoh, 2002. Where: cinemas 
around Beijing. 



Spiderman 

Peter Parker is a student having su- 
perhuman ability and he can cling to 
any surface vertically. When: August 
7-31. Where: cinemas around Beijing. 
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Asian Youth Orchestra 

The 104 young men of the Asian Youth 
Orchestra represent the finest young mu- 
sicians in Asian. Chosen through highly 
competitive auditions held throughout 
the region, they are among the best of 
the best from China, Chinese Taipei, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Ko- 
rea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam. They have per- 
formed before standing-room-only crowds 
in New York’s Avery Fisher Hall at the 
Lincoln Center, at the White House, and 
at the United Nations headquarters in 
New York City. 

Where: Poly Theatre. When: Au- 
gust 16,17, 7 : 15pm. Admission: 80-480 
(VIP) yuan. Ticket: 8511 3198/3199. 


Shaolin Warriors - Chinese The- 
atrical Kungfu Spectacular 

As an old saying goes, “throughout 
the martial arts world, the sun never 
sets on the Shaolin Monastery.” The 
1,500-year-old Shaolin kungfu masters 
are acclaimed worldwide. 

Where: Tianqiao Theater. When: Au- 
gust 21-25. Admission: 60-360 yuan. 


Tel: 6528 7675/7750 ext. 198/508. Tick- 
ets: www.piao.com.cn/english 



African Footprint Dance Troupe 
Visit Show 

Where: Beizhan Theater. When: 
August 11, 7:30 pm. Tel: 6538 1383. 




Asian Youth Orchestra Tour 2002, 
Poly Theater, August 16, 17, 7:30 pm, 
80-280 yuan, 480 yuan VIP, 6528 
7675/7750 ext. 198/508. 

Opening Ceremony of the Music 
Season of the China Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Poly Theater, August 27. 
www.piao.com.cn/english 

Jade Dragon Snow Mountain Music 
Festival, Lijiang, Yunnan Province, 
August 17-18. 6528 7675/7750 ext. 
198/508. 


Football 

Club Football Weekly Schedule. Au- 
gust 9, 8 pm, world cup highlights, Bel- 
gium vs Russia; 9:45 pm, Mexico vs 
Italy. August 10, 8 pm, premiership 
highlights, Manchester United vs Mid- 
dlesbrough, 9:45 pm, premiership high- 
lights, Liverpool vs Chelsea. August 11, 
8 pm, premiership highlights, Newcas- 
tle vs Everton, 9:45 pm, Liverpool vs 
Newcastle. 

Where: B10, Taiping, Chunxiu Lu, 
Dongzhimenwai Dajie, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. When: August 9-11. Tel: 6417 
0497. 

First Anniversary of 
Evolution Fitness 

Special activities: eight-hour aero- 
bics marathon, swimming competition, 
diving trial and games, free fitness as- 
sessment. Membership deals, no joining 
fees for six months or one-year mem- 
berships, members who bring three 
friends along get one free T-shirt, vari- 
ous gifts. 

Where: Dabei Property Center, Cha- 
oyang District (400 meters south of Mo- 
torola Building). When: August 16-19. 
Tel: 6567 0266. 



Poster of the first anniversary of Evolution Fitness 
Center 






Longqingxia 

Known as the small Three Gorges, 
Longqingxia is known for its unusual 
mountains. 

How to get there: Madianqiao-Badal- 
ing Expressway, Jiangchang Highway. 
Bus 919, 920 or No. 8 Tour Bus. Admis- 
sion: 35 yuan. Tel: 6919 1020. 
Chengde Summer Resort 

How to get there: trains: 1713, 
2189, 2215, 4413, 7135, 7155, K711. 
Long distance buses: Dongzhimen 
Long Distance Bus Station, 6467 
4995; Xizhimen, 6218 3453; Ji- 

ulongshan, 6776 2443; Guangqumen, 
6771 7622. Driving: Beijing-Chengde 
Expressway, 240 kilometers from 
Beijing. 

Beidaihe 

Almost the most famous summer 
scenic spot, ideal for weekend yet. 
Trains: 1301, 4495, K27, Til, T225, 



T501, T509. Long distances buses: 
Lizeqiao, 6340 3408; Jiulongshan, 6776 
2443. Driving: Beidaihe exit at Bei- 
jing-Shenyang Expressway. 

Huludao 

Known as “Pearl of West in Lia- 
oning Province,” Huludao is famous 
for its hot spring water. Trains: 1467, 
2589, K125, K127, K265, L183, L423. 
Driving: Xingcheng exit at Beijing- 
Shenyang Expressway. 
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Swimming Pools in Beijing 

Silver Olive Sports World 

Eight-lane 50x25 meters inter- 
national standard swimming pool, 
equipped with two sauna baths. 

Add: 40 Liangmahe Lu, 1 kilome- 
ter east of Lufthansa Center. Tel: 6466 
3311 ext. 3181, 136 01327167. 
Yifangyuan Sports and Fitness 
Center 

Add: A12, Chengshousi Lu, Feng- 
tai District. Open: 6 am - 12 am. 
Price: 30 yuan, 10 yuan for children 
lower than 1.1 meter. Tel: 6768 
6118. 

Shijingshan Amusement Park 

Add: 100 meters north of the sub- 
way station. Price: 10 yuan. Tel: 6888 
7879. 

Sigma Building 

Add: 49 Zhichun Lu, Haidian Dis- 
trict. Open: 7 am - 10:30 pm on week- 
days and 9 am - 8 pm on weekends. 
Price: 75 yuan. Tel: 8809 6699. 
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2002 China International 
Wedding Show 

The beauty of Chinese and western 
weddings. Fashion Show: US Wedding 
Gowns by Private Label by G, Bridal 
Jewelry by Diamond, Chinese outfits 
by Gulin and Men’s Attire. Workshops: 
Bridal Jewelry, Honeymoon and Wed- 
ding Planning, Love Kitchen, Health 
and Fitness and Bridal Beauty. 

Where: Kempinski Hotel, Beijing 
Lufthansa. When: September 7. Pre- 
view dinner, An Intimate Italian Din- 
ner, August 17, 258 yuan per person, 
500 yuan per couple. Tel: 6522 9988 
ext. 6662. Fashion Show & Work- 
shops tickets: 6407 4602. Fashion 
Show Dinner: 330 yuan per person, 
600 yuan per couple. Tickets: Kem- 
pinski from 15 August or wed- 
ding-planning@xiyan.com or visit 
http://www.xianzai.com.cn/wedding/ 


El 


©ster 



We are glad to receive your feedback. 
We will print employment, language ex- 
change and accommodation info for indi- 
viduals. Feel free to email us at bjtodayinfo 
@ ynet.com or call 6590 2520. 

By Priscilla 
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Leisurely Getaway 


Sanjiadian Reservoir 


Sixty fishing rods and not one fish today Photos byjia Sen 

Men Fish for Survival Test 

By Jiang Zhong 

L ong Yunhu, a retired CAAC (Civil Aviation Administra- 
tion of China) staff, has been fishing at Shachang (^J - ) 
Reservoir of Miyun District since early June. 

“I will not go home until October,” he says. 

A few anglers have lined hundreds of rods along the reser- 
voir bank. 

“We have moved a gas cooker here. But the shortage of fresh 
vegetables and fruits has annoyed us a long time.” 

Long’s wife Li Xin sometimes brings vegetables and fruit. 

“It is impossible for her to carry a heavy load,” says Long. “I 
like watermelon, but I have asked her never to bring one to me. 
She has to walk 10 kilometers in the mountains after getting 
off the bus at Shachang Village.” 

Vegetables are more important to Long and other castaways. 
They dig holes in the beach to store the vegetables. 

“The vegetables can be kept fresh longer this way. Some- 
times, we throw away the rotten tomatoes from the top, but 
then we suddenly find good ones at the bottom of the hole 
again. We cut out the rotten half and keep the better half.” 
Another problem for Long is he never eats fish. 

“Fish makes me vomit,” says the fisherman. “That’s really a 
big problem. I have to take much more canned food with me 
besides my 60 fishing rods, tents, accessories and bait weighing 
some 50 kilograms.” 

The recent rain has compromised Long’s catch. 

“I have hooked only three fishes this week. I hope conditions 
will improve next week.” 

One of Long’s companions, Chang Li, stays even longer by 
the reservoir. He has employed two locals to watch over his fish- 
ing spot and tents while he goes back to the office. 

Showing off his sunburnt skin, Long says, “I could avoid all 
this suffering if I stayed in the air-conditioned house. But I will 
also miss the cool breeze off the water surface.” 

Getting to Shachang Reservoir: Bus from Dongzhimen to 
Miyun. Taxi to Yangshanqiao (bridge ¥lll 20 kilometers, 30 
yuan). Walk along the mud road after the bridge, turn left when- 
ever the road branches (15 kilometers, two hours). 

Tips: Shops in Shachang Village (three kilometers from the 
reservoir) offer beer and beverages cooled in spring water. 

The temperature can drop steeply at night. 


Anglers do not leave Shachang Reservoir until October. 

Chestnut Splendor 
at Primitive Village 

By Yang Yang 

F our hundred and fifty years ago, one of the troops of the 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) planted Chinese chestnuts 
around the Great Wall passes in Huairou. 

Descendants of the soldiers have kept planting chestnuts 
and improving their flavor. In late August, the Yuran Primitive 
Tribe Park rP^I) of Huairou offers a chance to cherish 

the nuts. 

Tourists can pick as many chestnuts as they like for free in 
the orchard. Surrounding the chestnut garden, the savage life 
of primitive tribes is also reproduced. 

Tourists can participate in catching fish with primitive tools or 
spend a leisurely afternoon in the tribe’s village, watching how an- 
cient people made pots adorned with mysterious totems. 

Getting to the Primitive Tribe Park : Bus 916 from Dongzhi- 
men to Huairou, one more bus to the Hongluo (£E4i) Temple. 
Admission : 20 yuan 

Tips : the park is surrounded by historical attractions. Among 
them, Hongluo Temple is the most famous. The Song Dynasty 
tomb in the backyard of the temple and the other two outside 
the temple are visited by lovers of archeology. 

The Hongluohu (Hongluo Lake) Park offers local dishes and 
accommodation on the water. 

Admission for the Hongluo Temple : 30 yuan 
Accommodation on the water : 50 yuan one night 


Village Offers Night 
on Imperial Tiles 


Country folk welcome city guests to bed 
and breakfast by cottage factories 


The lanterns light the way at Cuandixia 


From: Sanjiadian Reservoir 
To: Cuandixia ancient village 
Via: Yongding River valley in 
Mentougou District 


The old Cuandixia windlass still works today. 


Photos by Du Jialin 


of Chinese medicine. Supplying Tong Ren 
Tang (l^l'fzM), a Chinese medicine supplier, 
the garden has 180 deer. 

“You can buy one for 10,000 yuan 
and take it home,” says Song Mengqing, 
manager. 

Travelers can witness the work 
procedure here, even how workers cut off 
the pilose antlers, a relatively pain-free 
procedure. 

“We must cut off the antlers of the deer 
before they ossify. Hard bones are useless 
for the pharmacy.” 

Each deer produces one pair of antlers 
every two months. 

Cuandixia (J|j£T) Village, the final stop 
of the trip, comes soon after the deer 
garden. 

A ticket office has been set up at the 
village entrance. “It’s not a smart idea,” 
says Liu Heying, a local villager. “The 
tourists might have the feeling locals like 
being treated like animals in the zoo. 

“We would rather invite travelers to 
drink tea or try local dishes at our homes. 
We also hope they will look on us as 
friends.” 

Liu has conducted improvements to his 
house recently. The village has some 600 
houses-for 40 residents. 

Four-fifths have been vacant for some 
150 years. The locks of the houses have 
rotted with the weather. 

Cuandixia was once an important town 
during the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). 

Carts here were daubed with the 
complicated Chinese character U “cuan”, 
symbol of the village. Goods were then 
shipped directly to the Forbidden City. 

“Few merchants had the chance of 
supplying the imperial family, and even 
fewer were bestowed with the right to send 
goods straight into the Forbidden City,” 
says Liu. 

Although dilapidated, stone carvings 
on the residences remind visitors of the 
prosperity of old. Some interesting Qing 
Dynasty graffiti can be seen on the walls of 
other family homes. 

Rooms with stone beds, ancient toilets, 
old furniture, cobwebs and dust apparently 
await the return of their owner. The village 
temple lies in the mountainside. A tall 
maidenhair tree guards the entrance to the 
courtyard housing the halls. From there, 
the whole village can be squeezed into a 
viewfinder. 

Tips: 

■ Families of Cuandixia offer local 
dishes and teas. 

■ Between the deer garden and 
Cuandixia Village, Longmenjian n>|B]) 
Scenic Spot and the even older Yanhecheng 
(>fi>Rftt) Village should be included in a 
two-day plan. 

■ The journey is also a scenic route. 

Admission for Cuandixia: 20 yuan 


Cuandixia Village 


By Jiang Zhong 

T hey collect water in yellow 

calabashes, green oil barrels, metal 
buckets, 1.5-liter and 3-liter Pepsi, 
Fanta, Sprite and Coca-Cola bottles. A 
5-liter bottle fills in three minutes. The 
spring water is led downhill through 
bamboo pipes made by monks more than a 
century ago. 

Mentougou mountain springs of the 
Sanjiadian (H^|£) Reservoir have 
supplied water to villagers for 150 years. 

Glazed tiles were the flagship products 
of this area during the Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1911). The tiles used in the 
construction of the Summer Palace were 
supplied by the Zhaos, owners of the glazed 
tile factory. 

Wang Xinmin, a retired worker at the 
factory, comes here to get water every two 
weeks. 

“But the industrial pollution of glazed 
tile manufacturing contaminated the air 
and water supply of the area as well,” he 
says. “Many locals suffered diseases caused 
by the water pollution. Some even died.” 
Monks high up in the mountains have 
never suffered. They generously channeled 
their water to the foot of the mountain for 
convenient collection. 

The government today says the water is 
now safe to drink. But for some reason, the 
locals never quit going to collect the spring 
water. 

The reservoir supplies water to the most 
prosperous areas of Mentougou District. 
Liuliqu Glazed Canal) Village here 

is worth a visit. The Zhaos constructed a 
tea shelter here for Buddhists to worship. 

After the reservoir, Yongding (zK/eD River 
offers attractions en route. A road sign 
near Junxiang (ipiniq]) Village indicates deer 
crossing. Indeed, the Xihulin Deer 

Garden in picturesque Xihulin villages has a 
200-meter hill that isolates the garden from 
the outside world. 

Ancient pines and the scent of burning 
hay lend the garden a mysterious 
atmosphere, reminiscent of a Chinese fairy 
tale. The pilose antler of a young deer 
is one of the most important ingredients 
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Walking across the old Yongding River bridges is 
forbidden in the rainy season. 


10,000 yuan each 







